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East-side
enrollment
on rise

It's official: GV cut out of
state aid for new library

By Rebecca Beard

State allocates $220 million for university
building projects; Grand Valley excluded
By Kyle Meinke
GVL News Editor

Gov. Jennifer Granholm approved
$408 million in university building
projects Monday, with the state footing
about $220 million of that bill.
As expected, Grand Valley State
University did not receive funds for
its proposed $70 million library. The
school was included in original drafts
of the legislation, but recent copies left
GVSU out.
The latest news does not come
as a surprise to university officials,
since further changes to the bill were
expected.
“We’ve been a bridesmaid so
many times,” said Matt McLogan,
vice president of University Relations
for GVSU. “We’ve come so close so
many years, approved by one chamber
and then not the other. But we remain

GVL Senior Reporter

hopeful that next year will be it.”
After much back-and-forth between
the Michigan House and Senate on
this year’s capital outlay bill, the two
But the current federal financial crisis
sides finally reached an agreement last
could hinder those efforts.
week on which projects to finance.
Leslie Fritz, a
GVSU was excluded,
spokesperson for the
“We've been a
despite inclusion in
state’s budget office,
earlier House forms
said it is too early to
bridesmaid so many
of the bill. Granholm
determine what kind
times. We've come so
signed off on the bill
ofeffect the economy
Monday.
close so many years ...
will have on next
GVSU
President
year’s capital outlay
we
remain
hopeful
that
Thomas J. Haas said
process, but did say
next year will be it.”
last week he still hopes
it was likely to have
to break ground on the
some influence.
MATT MCLOGAN
project in 2010 — in
“The
reality
GVSU VICE PRESIDENT FOR
time for the school’s
is any time the
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
50th anniversary —
national
economy
assuming the state
is struggling, it is
allocates funds for the library during the
likely less money will be available
next capital outlay process.
for everything else,” she said. “More
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difficult decisions will be made in
prioritizing projects next year ... This
should be a cause of concern for projects
around the state.”
GVSU has listed a new library as
the school's top building priority since
1998, but has yet to receive state aid.
The school is seeking $40 million to
supplement a $30 million local match.
A recent seven-figure gift from the
Pew family now pushes GVSU’s local
fundraising to $17.3 million. Naming
rights were given to the family, who
elected to call it the Mary Idema Pew
Library.
Todd
Buchta,
director
of
communications
for
University

See Library, A2

Minority enrollment re-visited
Student organizations
plan event to discuss
minority enrollment,
brainstorm solutions
By Kyle Meinke
GVl. News Editor

Detroit native Jasmine Riso said
the low number of minority students
at Grand Valley State University was
a “real shock” to her when she arrived
in Allendale.
So Riso, a sophomore biomedical
sciences student and vice president of
the Multi-Racial Student Association,
helped organize “Grand Valley Losing
Diversity!” an event that will feature
a talk by Ken James, assistant vice
president for Affirmative Action.
Scheduled for Tuesday at 7 p.m.,
the talk comes in response to the
30 percent decrease in minority
enrollment in this year’s freshman
class, Riso said.
“It’s
important
students
get
involved in this recruiting process
to help get different minorities here,
and to keep them here,” she said. “We
wanted to get feedback from students
on what they think should be done.”
Riso, who is biracial, said diversity
is important to her educational
experience and the main reason she
chose to leave the Detroit area for
school. The possibility of losing that
is "alarming,” she said.
GVSU enrolled 387 minority

students in this year’s freshman class,
down from 550 in 2007 — a 29.6
percent dip — while the class totaled
3,856, an all-time high.
Records show the enrollment of
each minority group dropped — Asian
freshmen dropped from 157 last year

GVl / Lindsey Waggoner

Casual company: The Kirkhof Center attracts students all week long as a place to hang out and spend some free time Chelcee Johns, D'Angela Pitts and
Reggie Horton do just that between classes Minority enrollment decreased almost 30 percent this year at Grand Valley State University.

to 77 this year, blacks from 230 last
year to 179 and Hispanics from 129
last year to 104.
Applications to the university also
diminished among minorities, with
GVSU receiving about 500 fewer
applications this year, good for a 16
percent drop.

Overall applications dropped about
6.6 percent this year.
“We’re
doing
what
we
do
every year, which is refining our
recruitment techniques and trying
to find any holes or problems we
might have.” said Lynn Blue, vice
provost and dean of Academic

Services. “We are disappointed in our
ethnic minority representation and
somewhat disappointed in our out-ofstate enrollment. Both of those have
our attention, and they are very high
priorities.”
Lex Daniels, a GVSU senior

See Minorities, A2

Obama to visit GR to promote voter registration
freshman volunteer.
She estimates more than 200 students have
signed up with her since efforts on campus began
Presidential candidate Barack Obama will hold
at the start of the semester.
a campaign rally in Grand Rapids
Michigan’s voter registration
“The 2008 election
today urging Michiganders to
deadline
is
Monday,
and
register to vote before Monday’s
volunteers will be on campus
impact of younger
deadline.
until then.
voters is going to be
With five days left before
Fox, who has worked the
Michigan’s
voter
registration
monumental... it is very
table under the Transformation
deadline, efforts have increased
Link all
week, said
she
important that all voters
across the state to get people signed
believes students’ needs will
up, including those on Grand
register...”
not be addressed by politicians
Valley State University’s Allendale
and policies until they take an
MEGAN PIWOWAR
Campus.
active interest in politics and
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Stationed
under
the
make the effort to vote.
FOR MICHIGAN VICTORY
Transformation Link and around
“Politicians are not catering
the Cook-Carillon Clock Tower,
See Obama, A2
volunteers with form-laden clipboards ask students
“Are you registered to vote?"
Go to the editorial
“Most say ‘I’m already registered,’ and there are
ones that are pretty hesitant, but some will come
and "Your Insights" on A6
over to the table and register,” said Rachclle Fox, a

By Jenny Whalen
GVL Managing Editor
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Voter registration: Freshmen Jesse Veenkant and Hanna Hook
register to vote days before Monday's deadline
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Whether it is the friendly people, a
desired academic program or bowling,
more students than ever are making the
trek from the east side of Michigan to
Grand Valley State University.
Out of 3,890 degree-seeking
freshmen enrolled this fall, more than
one-fourth of them are from Macomb,
Oakland and Wayne counties.
In 2000, about one-sixth of the
freshman class came from this region.
“We’re very deliberate in our
recruiting,” said Jodi Chycinski,
GVSU’s director of admissions. “We’re
working very hard to reach all of the
counties in the state.”
At 474 students, Oakland County
contributed the second-most degree
seeking freshmen to the university. Kent
County sent the most with 597.
GVSU’s home county, Ottawa,
brought in the third most with 469.
But the expansion to other areas of
Michigan does not surprise Chycinski,
who said GVSU, at less than 50 years
old, is now starting to build a higher
profile for itself.
“You
have to keep
“It takes time
in mind the
to build a
age of the
institution,”
reputation,
Chycinski
and it is
said. “More
people are
growing.”
getting
to
know Grand
Valley.
It
JODI CHYCINSKI
takes time
DIRECTOR OF
to build a
ADMISSIONS
reputation,
and it is
growing.”
For freshman Benjamin Griggs, of
Oxford, Mich., crossing over to West
Michigan was a simple decision —
after he found out one specific piece of
information.
“(GVSU) has a bowling team,” he
said. “And I heard (the school) had
pretty good academics.”
Griggs heard about GVSU from his
high school bowling coach and. without
taking a tour, decided it was the right
school. The transition to college was
smooth, he said.
“I didn’t expect (West Michigan) to
be different, but the east side is more
suburban and out here it’s much more
country,” he said. “I did see my first
Christian extremist though.”
Gross Pointe native Victoria Woelfel
said representatives from GVSU visited
her school, but it was the nursing
program and the campus that grabbed
her attention.
“I love nature and (GVSU) has nice
scenery,” she said. “I was deciding
between Grand Valley and Wayne State,
but I liked it here.”
While the 18 year old said people
are friendly on the west side, there are
differences between the two sides.
“People are a lot more conservative,”
she said. “There are a lot more
Republicans and Catholics.”
After hearing positive reviews from
friends who attended GVSU, Sam
SlankanJ, 18, added it to her list of
prospects, which also included Central
Michigan University and Western
Michigan University.
But in the end. she said there were
several variables that drew her to
GVSU.
“The landscape is prettier — and
it’s closer to the beach,” SlankanJ said,
of South Lyon, Mich. “Also, people
are much more friendly (in West
Michigan).”
While
some
freshmen
were
impressed by the campus and the
friendly people. Katie Marcola, of
Chesterfield. Mich., said it was the
classes that pulled her in — and she
never toured GVSU.
Recruiters do a lot of work, but
Chycinski said admissions get a big
boost from alumni.
“Graduates go and say positive
things and we’re seeing those benefits,”
she said. “We’re seeing quality students
from a combination of demographics
picking a college that fits them
individually.”
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_ Library
„ continued from page A1

Development, said most donations
for the library have come from
local community members, who
•! recognize its construction could
help advance the education and
economy of West Michigan.
“We are finding that more are
• realizing the value of a Grand
Valley degree and how that’s

increased ,” he said, ‘it really says
a lot about what donors and faculty
and students are doing to help
theinselves and this campus grow.”
GVSU’s
current
facility,
Zumberge Library, was built
in I960 for 5000 students. A
current student body of 24JOOO is
taxing those resources. Zumbeige
currently offers about 4.5 square
feet per student, while the state

average is more than 15 square
feet.
The new library would quadruple
the size of Zumbeige Library , and
provide updated technological
resources. It would be built in the
green space located by the Kirkhof
Center and Cook-Carillon Clock
Tower on the Allendale Campus.
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Minorities
continued from page A1

and president of the MultiRacial Student Association,
said he appreciates the efforts
of administrators, but that
students also must voice their
suggestions.
“As students ourselves, we
have an inherent advantage
because we know what brought
us here," he said. “It is time
for student voices to be heard.
It’s time that students are
involved in the recruitment of
other students.”
Daniels,
the
primary

news @ lanthorn ram
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Obama
continued from page A1

awesome amenities

to our needs because we’re
not voting,” Fox said. “We’re
not
contributing
to
their
campaigns.”
Voter registration initiatives
across the U.S. have stepped
up efforts this election cycle to
target the 18-25 demographic.
Michigan offices for Barack
Obama’s Campaign for Change

irntm

eacnuitk
bar

•wireless & hard-line Internet access in
•large, fully equipped kitchen with breakfast
•privately keyed, large bedrooms
•full-size washer & dryer in each apartment
or town home
•FREE expanded cable television service
•lots of windows with blinds
• spacious (HUGE)
• central air conditioning
•prices start at only $430
• professional,
and

organizer
of
Tuesday s
event, said he has received
significant
feedback
and
expects a capacity crowd. He
also said it was important to
organize this event so students
would have a platform from
which they could discuss this
issue and have their voice
heard by administrators.
James said he intends to
help inform the university
community about this trend
and what administration is
planning.
“This is in response to the
drop in minority enrollment
here because we can’t have

and John McCain’s Michigan
Victory have increased efforts
for youth registration as well.
“We’re doing everything
that can be done with voter
registration on the ground.”
said
Adolfo
Rosado,
information
technology
consultant for the Campaign
for Change in Grand Rapids.
“The greatest impact in this
election will be the youth vote
because (they) can overlook

apartments and town homes

per bed!
trained, on-site management
maintenance response teams

west

GVLI Nicole Somerville

Sign up: Rachelle Fox (freshman) helps Michael Penokie (sophomore) register to

la

apartments
& town homes

vote on Monday As of Monday students only had eight more days to register.

air

Thursday
October 16, 2008

10 am- 1 PM
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a 30 percent decline in each
class,” James said. “I’m
impressed by the students who
are not just sitting back and
waiting to see what happens.
They are giving their input,
and that’ll hopefully make a
difference.”
The Black Student Union,
CLOUD.
NINE.,
the
National Society of Black
Engineers and You Beautiful
Black Woman each will co
sponsor the event, which is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday
in Rooms 2215-16 of the
Kirkhof Center.
news® lanthorn .com

the race issue. Older voters
are still undecided and it is my
opinion that the race issue is
holding them back a bit. But
the youth of this country has
gotten past this issue.”
All
the
campaign’s
resources have been put into
voter registration efforts on
the ground and are being run
by college students, he said.
The campaign is counting on
the 18-to-32-year-old vote in
November, he added.
In
addition
to
ground
registration, the Campaign
for Change has premiered
a new online option for
voter registration. Through
Voteforchange.com,
people
can register to vote, request
to vote absentee and find their
polling location.
On the Republican front,
the number of Victory Centers
in Michigan has more than
doubled in past weeks and
college students in particular
have been defined as targeted
audiences by the campaign,
said
Megan
Piwowar,
communications director for
Michigan Victory.
“The McCain camp in
Michigan is driven by Victory
Centers,”
Piwowar
said.
“Michigan hasn't turned red in
12 years so we’ve attacked it
in all ways. We have a McCain
chair at every publicly-funded
university in Michigan to reach
out to students.”
This
election
is
unprecedented
and
cannot
compare to past presidential
elections, Piwowar added.
“The 2008 election impact
of younger voters is going to be
monumental,” Piwowar said.
“But it is very important that
all voters register and get to
the polls or place an absentee
ballot."
The rally will be held at
9:30 a.m. in Calder Plaza in
downtown
Grand
Rapids.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m.
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Corrections
In Monday's issue of the Lanthorn, it was mistakenly reported Nancy
Moes performs in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" Nancee Moes is cast
in the play
Also, it was mistakenly reported Mark Dickart in "Your Insights." It is
spelled Mark Pickart.
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Kyle Memke, News Editor
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ilGVL DIGEST
News in Brief

Counseling Center to offer
depression screenings
To recognize National Depression
Screening Day, the Counseling
Center will offer on-site depression
screenings for students, faculty and
staff Tuesday.
Sponsored jointly by the
Counseling Center and Campus
Recreation, the screenings are
confidential and free to all members
of the GVSU community.
A screening takes about 15
minutes to complete.
No appointments are needed
for the screenings, which will
be available in various locations
throughout the Allendale and Pew
campuses.
On the Allendale Campus, the
Counseling Center will offer dropin hours for screenings on Tuesday
from 8 $.m. to 5 p.m. in Room 204
of the Student Services Building,
from 10 a.m to 2 p.m. in the Kleiner
Commons and Kirkhof Center, from
noon to 2 p.m. in North C Living
Center Room 137 and from 4 to
6 p.m. in the Campus Recreation
Center's lobby.
On the Pew Campus, Counseling
Center personnel will be available
for screenings from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. in the Center for Health
Sciences Canepa Grand Lobby and
the DeVos Center Student Project
Area.
Ottawa County approves
plans for new park
Ottawa County approved on
Sept. 23 an option agreement
for 100 acres of land for the
establishment of a new park on the
Grand River.
The proposed park would feature
areas for activities such as fishing,
hiking and waterfront picnics.
The property is located south
of GVSU's Allendale Campus and
northeast of the intersection of
Fillmore Street and 42nd Avenue.
Featuring 1,100 feet of Grand
River frontage in Georgetown
Township, the property will cost
$1.6 million, according to the
agreement.
The county parks department
will continue plans for the new
facility's construction and the
county has until Feb. 15, 2011 to
purchase the property.
GVSU alumnus named Fort
Wayne deputy mayor
GVSU alumnus Greg Purcell
began his duties as deputy mayor
of Fort Wayne, Ind. on Monday.
As deputy mayor, Purcell will
serve as the city's chief operating
officer, a primarily administrative
position.
Purcell, 60, was raised in Grand
Rapids and earned his bachelor's
degree in public administration
from GVSU.
He earned his master's degree
from Western Michigan University
and is a veteran of the Vietnam
War.
In 1986, Purcell was hired as
director of community development
and planning in Calhoun County,
Mich.
From there, he went on to serve
in a number of executive roles
in the county, including director
of community and economic
development, chief of staff for
Mayor Paul Helmke and city parks
director.
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Ask Gleaves: Nation braces for historic election
By Gleaves Whitney
Hauensteln Center Director

Family Health Center to
offer flu shots to GVSU
The GVSU Family Health Center
will offer flu shots to retirees,
faculty, staff and their dependents
again this year.
Shots are available while
supplies last and will be given at
select times and locations through
Oct. 17.
The university will cover the cost
of the shots for GVSU faculty, staff
dependents and retirees.
Student cost is $25, which is
payable at the time of service.
Representatives will be available
at GVSU's Allendale, Grand Rapids
and Holland campuses.
They will be at the CookDeVos Center for Health Sciences
Room 331 from 11 a m. to 1 p.m.
Monday, at the GVSU Health Center
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday and in the
Henry Hall Atrium from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Thursday.
Shots will also be available at
GVSU's Meijer Holland Campus
from 9 p.m. to noon Oct. 13 and
downtown in the DeVos Center,
building C, from 10 a m. to 1 p.m.
Oct. 17.
Call the Family Health Center
at (616) 988-8774 to make an
appointment.
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Is there anything that
makes the upcoming
presidential election
different or unique?
— Tara Feenstra, junior,
health communications major
at GVSU

Absolutely. Election 2008
is unfolding in one of the
most challenging periods in
U.S. history. Three elements
are converging to create the
perfect storm.
First, there is the financial
crisis — the most severe to
rock our nation since the
Great Depression. Five of
our largest investment banks
disappeared in a matter of
weeks.
On Monday, the market
lost more than $1 trillion.
Middle-class Americans
are seeing the value of
their houses and retirement
accounts plummet. The next
president will have to be as
wise as Solomon to keep fear
at bay.
Second, there are the wars.
George W. Bush has served
as a wartime commander in
chief longer than any other
American president. Our
armed forces are stretched
to the max. America’s next
commander in chief will
have to grapple with the
ongoing War on Terror, Iraq
and Afghanistan — not to
mention Russia, Iran, North
Korea, Venezuela and other
nations that are hostile to the
projection of U.S. power.
Third, the cost of oil has
become a major concern in
2008. Gas prices have risen
to historic highs, adjusted

for inflation. Even if the cost
of oil on the global market
falls, our nation’s limited
refining capacity will keep
prices at the pump high. For
the first time since the 1970s,
Americans are focused on
conservation and alternative
energy sources.
The convergence of these
three factors will present
tough challenges to the next
president of the U.S.
There are at least seven
other things that make
Election 2008 interesting or
unique. It is the first time
in our nation’s history that
either an African-American
or woman will occupy the
executive office. The election
will thus be a huge social
leap for the U.S. Also, the
fact that John McCain is
older than any president
might be considered a
social leap for senior
citizens.
All indications
are that young
people will vote in
record numbers.
According to polls,
about 75 percent
of them will vote
for Barack Obama.
Elections are
a tug-of-war
between change
and continuity, but
2008 is the first
time since 1952 that
neither an incumbent
nor a vice president is
running. And consider
this: since 1976, either
a Bush or a Dole has been
on every Republican ticket
— a change that is rarely
mentioned.

Never before in American
history have two U.S.
senators been finalists for
the White House. This fact
gives the lie to the rhetoric
about “outsiders” going to
Washington to shake up “the
system.” No, senators are
by definition part of “the
system,” embedded in the
political establishment back
in their home state and on the
national scene. Also revealing
is the extent to which Obama
especially, and McCain to
a lesser extent, received
political contributions from
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
two of the culprits in the

current credit crisis.
There is a generational
change that will occur in this
election. With Presidents
Clinton and Bush passing
from the scene after a
combined 16 years in the
White House, the Vietnam
generation is losing its tight
grip on political power.
Obama and Sarah Palin
represent a new generation
that is eager to take its place.
Finally — this may be the
most important factor of all
— more Americans are angry
with the way things are going
than ever before. According
to pollster Frank Luntz, three

believe our nation is on the
wrong track. For the past
several months, polls have
been showing widespread
discontent.
Americans are very clear
about why they are unhappy.
With the economic crisis,
war and energy problems.
Election 2008 may prove to
be one of the most important
elections in your lifetime.
Presidential
historian
Gleaves Whitney is director
of the Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies at GVSU.
You can write him at http://
www.allpresidents.org.

Program uses bikes to generate
electricity, improve health
Nintendo Wii and DDR. One of
yre main purposes of £PARKI^.E
is to make the connection between
Unhealthy
lifestyles
and
health, fitness and conservation
energy abuses are two ongoing
of eneigy to the students and
issues facing the world.
community, Kilboume said.
Grand Valley State University
Students and professors at
students and professors are
the School of Engineering are
working on an educational
now currently developing the
program called Spinning Physical
second part of the program,
and Renewable Kinetic Living
which incorporates the bikes into
Energy, or SPARKLE, which
the family fitness centers at the
uses bicycle trainers that generate
YMCA. the external sponsor of
electricity
to
the project.
power
and
Engineering
charge
items
students
Alex
“Our goal is to make
like
iPods,
Nick
Jantz.
cell
phones,
sure kids know
Vanderstel
computers,
and
professor
the
importance
of
lights
and
Andrew Sterian
batteries.
exercising and power are
working
The result?
on the project
consumption.”
Exercise
and
through the end
a
renewable
of the semester
source
of
to come up with
ALEX JANTZ
energy at the
more functions
GVSU ENGINEERING
same time.
for the bicycles
STUDENT
Theprogram
at the YMCA.
was introduced
“Our
goal
to GVSU five years ago by John
is to make sure kids know the
Kilboume, a movement sciences
importance of exercising and
professor at GVSU. Since
power consumption and the
then, students in the School of difference between the power
Engineering have been taking
you can create by cycling and the
the bikes to area elementary and
power it takes to play the video
high schcxils to demonstrate
game," Jantz said.
the purpose and importance of
Professor Christopher Pung,
exercise and saving energy. They
internal sponsor of the program,
allow the schools to borrow the
said he hopes future generations
bikes so students can have a
can come up with more
chance to explore the equipment.
innovations and ways to better the
“It is fun to see the reactions of bike and help with more functions
the young people when they are
such as running a fan. a computer
on the bikes, sweating and using
and utilizing the energy.
the electricity to leam about health
“As a whole our nation is
and fitness and energy creation at
overweight," he said. “So in a
the same time.” Kilboume said.
small way these bikes can help
“Most young people have no idea
with that and people with a
where electricity comes from."
different view on the world can
As people exercise by pedaling
see and leam how the bikes work
the bike, they are generating
in pnxlucing energy."
the energy to power games that
someone else can play, like
eponstein® lanthorn rom

By Chelsea Ponstein
Staff-Writer
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Stop dropped: The Mam Street Pub stop on Route 37 is being eliminated by The Rapid, resulting in frustration and
disappointment for some students, including Alexandra Nykamp who uses the Mam St. Pub stop regularly.

Route 37 drops Main Street
Pub stop after complaints
the stop helped passengers
connect more directly with
businesses in that area.
The Route 37 Off-Campus
But that changed during the
Apartment Shuttle lost its Main
course of the semester. Becker,
Street Pub stop Monday after
who has occupied the land for
the landowner requested it be
about 10 years, had the final say
eliminated.
since the driveway is privately
Stuart Becker, owner of the
owned and maintained.
Sleep Inn. filed the request
Operations
management
weeks ago with university
decided a week ago to cut the
operations that the stop be
stop from the route and has
removed.
since printed new maps and
He said the buses are too big
schedules
to operate on
and notified
the
driveway,
bus
drivers
and the wear
and students
and tear from
The Rapid extends
of
the
the added traffic
change.
about
19,400
rides
caused
extra
Removing
maintenance
to GVSU students
this
stop
costs.
saved
time
per day.
Grand Valley
on
Route
State University
37, but not
could do little
enough
to
to prevent the
add another
move, and neither could Main
stop in its place, leaving
Street Pub, since it does not
students to walk to the next
own the land on which it sits.
closest stops at Burger King or
“Unfortunately it wasn’t our
Boltwood Apartments.
decision to make,” said Erin
Conifer Creek Townhomes
Babson. operations manager
is
the
nearest
apartment
for GVSU. “We would have
complex to the cancelled stop,
loved to keep it.”
and the change has impacted its
When the stop was first added
residents by adding time to their
to Route 37, both businesses
daily commute to campus.
were onboard. Babson said.
GVSU
sophomore
and
Operations management knew

By Lauren Fitch
GVL Staff Writer

Conifer Creek resident Paul
Zielinski said the change is an
inconvenience for him because
now he must cross Lake
Michigan Drive to get home.
Operations
management
hopes this change does not
reflect negatively on the bus
system.
“A lot of students are upset,
but I hope they continue to
ride.” Babson said.
She has coordinated the bus
routes for the past four years
and has seen student use of
the buses increase heavily.
Currently, The Rapid extends
about 19.400 rides to GVSU
students per day.
The addition of a new
bus to Route 50 Campus
Connector
has
helped
to
alleviate overcrowding on that
route, especially since it runs
evenings and weekends as well
as day routes.
In the future. Babson hopes to
see more streamlining of the bus
system, with creative additions
to the routes to compensate for
budget restrictions.
Extended weekend hours
are one of their goals, though
the Campus Connector’s times
will stay the same, she said.

Courtesy Photo / John Kilboume

Ifitch @ Ian thorn .com

Power fitness: Students get their picture taken by the exercise bike that also
generates electricity at a SPARKLE presentation at Lowell Middle School.
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Markets fall as U.S. bailout takes time

Michigan in Brief

World stock markets crash as Washington legislators seek bailout deal totaling $700 billion
Infant shot dead during sleep
DETROIT (AP) - Detroit
police say a 4-month-old boy
was fatally shot as he slept with
his mother in their apartment.
City
Council
President
Monica Conyers said Monday
the public should be “mad as
heir about the killing and says
it shows the need for a death
penalty for killing children.
Michigan has no death penalty.
Deputy
Chief
Marshall
Lyons says Walter Bogan III
and his ?5-year-old mother were

By Tomoko A. Hosaka
Associated Press Writer

TOKYO (AP) _ World stock
markets tumbled Monday as
investors reacted coolly to
Washington’s $700 billion bank
bailout deal, recognizing that
cleaning up the bad debt mess
will take a long time and likely
drag on global economic growth

for the foreseeable future.
Anxiety
about
spreading
fallout from the U.S. financial
meltdown grew on news that
Belgium, the Netherlands and
Luxembourg pledged more than
II billion euros ($16 billion)
to Dutch-Belgian bank and
insurance giant Fortis NV to
keep it from insolvency.

As trading opened in Europe,
Britain's FTSE 100 sank 2.2
percent, France’s CAC-40 and
Germany’s DAX both fell 2.6
percent.
“There’s
an
increasing
realization that the cleanup
and the mending of all that’s
gone wrong is going to take an
extended period to work through.

alone in the apartment when
about 10 shots were fired about
4:30 a.m. Sunday.
Lyons tells the DeUoit Free
Press and The Detroit News
at least two men reached the
second-fl(X)r
apartment
by
climbing an outside staircase.
He says it appears at least two
different guns were fired.
The baby died of a head
wound at Sinai Grace Hospital.

Heating bills using natural
gas may rise 21 percent
LANSING, Mich. (AP) Michigan residents should brace
for a 21 percent jump in the cost
to heat their homes with natural
gas this winter.
The Michigan Public Service
Commission says the average
residential heating bill will be
$193 a month from November
through March.
The primary culprit for
higher heating costs is crude oil
prices that rose sharply earlier
this year.
About eight in 10 Michigan
homes use natural gas for space
heating.
Heating oil costs also are
expected to increase.
The PSC released its winter
energy appraisal Monday. The
Salvation Army says it has
had to turn away 6j(XX) people
seeking help with utility bills
this year.
The state says financial
assistance is available for
qualifying
low-income
residents.

Teen dies after shot in neck
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP.
Mich. (AP) - Authorities say
an Ypsilanti teenager died of
a gunshot wound to the neck
apparently sustained during
an altercation in a golf course
parking lot.
Police in Wayne County’s
Van Buren Township say there
are no suspects in the slaying of
17-year-old Kenneth Jackson of
Ypsilanti.
Police responding to a call
shortly before 2 a.m. Sunday
found Jackson alone and
bleeding in the back seat of a car
parked at a service station. Calls
about gunshots being fired at the
nearby Pine Creek Golf Course,
25 miles west of Detroit, were
received about the same time.
Jackson was taken to St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann
Arbor, where he later died.
Witnesses from the golf
course said gunshots were tired
after a verbal and physical
altercation in the parking lot.
Police were trying to determine
if Jackson's shooting was
related.

Woman donates mobility van
to meningitis-paralyzed teen
METAMORA TOWNSHIP,
Mich. (AP) - When Vincent
Pozzi
developed a blood
vessel malformation in his
brain in 2001, his friends and
family chipped in to help pay
his medical bills and buy the
equipment he needed to stay
mobile.
Now. his widow is paying
those gifts forward.
Pat Pozzi has donated her
late husband’s hydraulic liftequipped 2001 Ford Econoline
van to the family of Justin
Willard, a I .apeer 18-year-old
who was paralyzed from the
neck down earlier this year by
meningitis.
Willard's immune system
was weakened by treatment for
his chronic myeloid leukemia,
which was diagnosed in 2005,
and he requires constant medical
attention.
Pozzi, who lives in I apeer
County’s Metamora Township
about 50 miles north of Detroit,
says the donation is no big deal.
She’s just doing what others did
for her husband.

AP Photo / Richard Drew

Market finances: Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Monday Markets remain strained ahead of a
planned House vote on an unpopular $700 billion plan to rescue troubled financial companies and as investors look over a deal
for Wachovia Corp.'s banking operations.

and we’re going to see an
extended recovery period,” said
Jamie Spiteri, senior dealer at
Shaw Stockbroking in Sydney.
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
Index plunged 4.31 percent
to
17.876.41, and Tokyo’s
benchmark Nikkei lost
1.3
percent to close at 11.743.61.
Key indices in India, Thailand,
South Korea and Australia also
fell.
“They’re worried that another
fire is starting in Europe.’’ said
Castor Pang, an analyst at Sun
Hung Kai Financial in Hong
Kong, referring to the Fortis
news.
After days of intense talks, the
White House and Congressional
leaders agreed Sunday to a $700
billion public bailout of the ailing
financial industry. The biggest
U.S. bailout in history would
give the administration broad
power to use taxpayers’ money
to purchase billions of home
mortgage-related assets held by
cash-starved financial firms.
But even if the plan helps
stabilize
credit
markets,
the outlook for the
U.S.
economy remains grim, with
unemployment at a five-year
high of 6.1 percent and expected
to climb higher. That's likely
going to weaken demand tor
exports from Asia and Europe.
Furthermore, there are plenty
of banks still in trouble, and it
may take time before the bailout
plan helps them.
Takahiko
Murai, equities
general manager at Nozomi
Securities
in
Tokyo,
said

investors are questioning the
effectiveness and details of the
plan, including the government’s
ultimate purchasing price of the
bad assets.
“If it passes as expected, the
fix."us will begin to shift to the
real economy,” Murai said.
Asian
marine
transport
names posted big declines after
a key shipping index plunged
10 percent Friday amid slowing
global trade and a recent drop
off in iron ore demand in China.
The Baltic Dry Index, which
measures drybulk shipping rates
on 40 routes across the world,
fell 417 points to close at 3,746
— marking one of its biggest
one-day declines.
Japan’s Mitsui O.S.K. Lines
Ltd., the world's largest cargo
shipper, slumped 6.03 percent,
and N ippon Yusen K .K. shed 6.58
percent. Major shipper Cosco
Pacific Ltd. fell 6.0 percent in
Hong Kong.
Hong Kong property issues
took a hard hit after HSBC
said it was raising mortgage
rates by 50 basis points. Hang
Lung Properties Ltd. retreated
4.5 percent, and Sung Hung
Kai Properties Ltd. was off 5.1
percent.
In currencies, the dollar
strengthened to 106.28 yen
Monday afternoon in Asia from
105.95 yen late Friday. The
greenback also rose against the
euro, which bought $1.4392.
Exchanges
in
mainland
China were closed for a national
holiday, and Taiwan markets
were shut due to a typhoon.

Four killed in medical helicopter crash
Greg Shipley said.
Killed in the crash Sunday were pilot
Associated Press Writer
Stephen Bunker,59; flight paramedic Mickey
DISTRICT HEIGHTS. Md. (AP) - The
Lippy, 34; emergency medical technician
pilot of a medical helicopter twice radioed Tanya Mallard, 39; and 18-year-old Ashley
for help in foggy weather before crashing
Younger.
Sunday, killing four of the five people on
Younger and Jordan Wells, who survived
board in the latest of a growing number of air
the crash, were involved in the traffic accident
ambulance accidents, authorities said.
in Charles County.
The medical helicopter was carrying
The helicopter was on a roughly 25-mile
victims of a traffic accident when it went
trip from the traffic accident to the hospital
down in a suburban Washington park. It
when the aircraft radioed late Saturday that it
was the deadliest medevac
would land at Andrews
helicopter
accident
in
Air Force Base instead
“We vastly overuse
Maryland since the State
because
conditions
(helicopters), patients
Police began flying those
were “not favorable" at
missions nearly 40 years ago,
the hospital.
don't benefit and they
and the eighth fatal medical
As they approached,
helicopter crash in the last 12
the
pilot
radioed
are expensive.”
months nationwide. About
that he was having
30 people have died in such
trouble assessing his
crashes during that period.
surroundings. At 11:55
BRYAN BLEDSOE
National
Transportation
p.m., he again asked
EMERGENCY MEDICINE
Safety
Board
member
for assistance with the
PHYSICIAN
Debbie Hersman said.
landing.and that was the
Crashes
of
medical
last air traffic controllers
aircraft have been increasing since the 1990s,
heard from him. Hersman said.
in part because it is a booming business,
The chopper crashed about midnight,
fueled by the closing of emergency rooms in
three miles from the base, Hersman said.
rural areas and an aging population,according
The NTSB and the Federal Aviation
to the National EMS Pilots Association.
Administration were investigating the cause
However, the state-run program in Maryland
of the crash. American Eurocopter, which
has been known for its safety record. It has
built the craft, and Turbomeca, which
had just three other fatal helicopter crashes in
manufactured the engine, are helping with
four decades.
the investigation.
“We are the only operation in the country
A federal investigation in 2006 found
that has the multiple mission of medevac, there were 55 accidents air ambulance
search and rescue, law enforcement,
accidents from 2002 to 2005. prompting the
homeland security,” State Police spokesman
safety board to issue four recommendations.

By Nafeesa Syeed

AP Photo / Luis Magana

Medic: Wreckage from the medical helicopter that crashed and killed four during the weekend lies on its
side at Walter Mill Regional Park in District Heights, Md , on Monday The medical helicopter was carrying
victims of a traffic accident when it went down in the suburban Washington park.

including higher standards for medical
aircraft and more stringent decision-making
in determining whether to fly in bad weather.
Dr. Bryan Bledsoe, an emergency
medicine physician who teaches at the
University of Nevada and has researched
accident rates of medical helicopters, said
Sunday the Maryland medevac system has
a good safety record, but medical flights arc
overused nationwide.
“We’ve just gotten into a situation here
in the United States where we think that the
helicopters are a panacea,” Bledstx* said.
“And they are an important tool, but they are

just a tool. We vastly overuse them, patients
don’t benefit and they arc expensive.”
There is a tendency to fly in questionable
weather, he said. In many cases, the flights
aren’t justified because the distance to the
nearest hospital is not that great or the injuries
are not severe enough, he said.
A recent state legislative audit faulted
the police agency for failing to document
maintenance needs and costs for its fleet of
12 twin-engine helicopters.
State Police have grounded all of their
flights until the cause of the crash can be
determined.

International observers call Belarus vote flawed
Commission
chief
Lidiya
Yermoshina said.
The election observer mission
MINSK. Belarus (AP) - of the Organization for Security
Parliamentary elections swept by
andGxiperation in Europe, whose
supportersofBclanis’authoritarian
reports are widely regarded as
president did not meet international
authoritative, said the election fell
standards, international observers
short of international dem<x:ratic
said Monday, describing the
standards.
campaign
“Promises
as
strictly
“Promises to ensure
to ensure the
controlled and
transparency
the transparency of
the vote count
of the
vote
as flawed.
count were not
the vote count were
Opposition
implemented.
not implemented. The
activists called
The count was
for the United
assessed as bad
count was assessed as
States
and
or very bad in
bad or very bad ...”
European Union
48 percent of
not to recognize
polling stations
the results.
ELECTION OBSERVER
visited.”
the
Belarusian
MISSION STATEMENT
mission said in
election officials
a statement.
insisted
the
It also cited
election
was
the
“strictly
free and fair, even though none
controlled environment with a
of the 70 candidates representing
barely visible campaign" as a
the opposition
to
President
problem.
Alexander Lukashenko won seats
Lukashenko
is a former
in parliament.
collective farm boss who has
“The opposition has gone out
run the small nation since 1994,
of fashion,” Central Flections
quashing
independent media,

By Yuras Karmanau
Associated Press Writer

squeezing opposition groups and
running the country with a Sovietstyle command economy.
Long a close ally of Russia,
Lukashenko had in recent months
sought to mend fences with the
West, which has slapped harsh
sanctions on government figures
and key industries.
He has freed several opposition
figures
considered
political
prisoners by the West and he had
promised that the vote would
be unprecedented in fairness.
Opposition
candidates
were
allowed to run — in contrast to the
national elections four years ago.
Opposition leaders said that
was nowhere near enough.
“A theater featuring a single
actor continues toexist in Belarus,”
said Sergei Kalyakin, a communist
leader allied with opposition
groups. “It will be very difficult
for West to step over its principles
to recognize the elections.”
After pollsclosed Sunday,about
500 opposition supporters turned
out in central Minsk to protest the
vote and several hundred marched
to the headquarters of the country’s
secret police.

The protest ended peacefully
after three hours. No uniformed
police were visible, but there
appeared to have been plainclothes
officers in the crowd.
“Wecan’t say that the opposition
has lost since in fact there was no
election," Valentina Svy atskaya of

the Belarusian Popular Front told
The Associated Press.
Opposition protests in the past
have often been crushed by police
in scenes that have helped earn
Belarus a reputation as Europe’s
last dictatorship.

AP Photo / Sergei Grits

Belarus protest: Opposition activists protest against the parliamentary elections
shortly after polling closed, in the Belarusian capital Minsk. Sunday Belarusians
voted Sunday in parliamentary elections that opposition leaders insisted were
already rigged, despite promises by the country's authoritarian leader that
international voting standards were followed
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Harvest caps challenging year for California
Vintners continue harvest after sharp
frosts, smoky summer wildfires
By Michelle Locke

wine crop, but some wineries are
having juice tested as a precaution,
say industry observers.
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) “At this point everybody’s
California vintners are bringing in
watching.”
said
Domingo
the grape harvest this month after
Rodrigue/., vice president and
a challenging year that started with
co-owner of Winesecrets, a
unusually sharp frosts and moved
Sebastopol-based company that
on to smoky summer wildfires.
removes unwanted substances
So far, it looks like the crop
from wine through filtration.
w ill be smaller than usual but the
If grapes are affected by smoke
fruit that is coming in is good, taint, the wine is still sound but it
said Karen Ross, president of could have off-flavors, depending
the California Association of on the level of exposure, said
Winegrape Growers. "People are
Rodriguez. Processing the wine
very happy to date with the quality
through
filtration
technology
and flavor development,” she
removes compounds associated
said.
with
smoke
The harvest
taint, he said.
“People within the
caps a season
At
ETS
industry are, I think,
that began with
Laboratories
late frosts that
doing a good job of
in St. Helena,
struck just as
which
has
paying
attention
to
vines
were
been
running
beginning
the potential.”
smoke
taint
to
send
out
tests for clients,
GORDON BURNS
...Hits.
That
president
ETS PRESIDENT
was
followed
Gordon Rums
in some areas
said he doesn’t
by a heat spike
have
enough
that hit during flowering, another
information to say whether a trend
adverse condition, said Nick Frey, is building.
president of the Sonoma County
"People within the industry
Winegrape Commission.
are, I think, doing a gixxl job of
“We have had some real tough
paying attention to the potential,”
spots,” he said. On the plus side,
Bums said. “At this stage, there’s
conditions for much of the season
no way of knowing whether it will
were “pretty ideal." he said.
be a real problem either minor or
This summer, lightning-sparked
major.”
wildfires cast a smoky blanket over
In Sonoma County, Frey said he
large swaths of the state. It wasn't
hasn’t heard any reports of smoke
clear whether that would affect the
taint, “and certainly they've been
Associated Press Writer

AP Photo / Eric Risberg

Rocky start: Workers pick Sauvignon Blanc grapes at a vineyard in Oakville, Calif. Aug 22 California winemakers are bringing in the grape harvest this month after a
challenging year that started with unusual frosts and moved on to smoky summer wildfires. So far, industry observers say it looks like the crop will be lighter than usual but
the fruit that is coming in is good.

tasting a lot of grapes and by now
they’ve been tasting a lot of wine.”
Jennifer Kopp Putnam, executive
director of the Napa Valley
Grape growers, said she, t<xi, hasn ’t
heard of smoke problems.

Paul Dolan of the Mendocino
Wine Co. in Mendix:ino County,
which saw about a month of
smoky haze, said his grapes seem
tine so far, but he has seen damage
elsewhere in the region.

For individual producers that
could be a problem, "but as far as
the impact on Mendtx:ino County,
it’ll be just a small blip on the
radar,” he said.
Dolan
expected
wineries

to rise above this year’s tough
conditions.
“Winemakers by nature are
really very optimistic people and
they're very creative,” he said, “so
there always is a way.’

Iraq buys 12 U.S.-made reconnaissance planes
By Vanessa Gera
Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD (AP) - Iraq has bought
12 new U.S.-built reconnaissance planes,
the Defense Ministry said Monday, a
small and early step in the country's
attempt to reassert itself in air space
now controlled by U.S .-led forces.
Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen.
Mohammed al-Askari said six King Air
planes have been delivered, with six
more expected to arrive soon. He said
they would be used to track “terrorists'
movements inside or outside cities,
plus detect any infiltration across Iraq's
borders.”
The King Airs are small aircraft
equipped with advanced aerial video
technology enabling them to cover wide
areas and send live feed to ground control
centers, the Defense Ministry says. The
twin-turboprop aircraft are produced by
U.S. manufacturer Hawker Beechcraft
Corp., based in Wichita. Kan.
Iraq once had a formidable air force,
but it has been largely incapacitated

since the 1991 Gulf War that followed
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait.
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s
government hopes to regain control of
the country’s skies as it eventually takes
over authority from the Americans.
The U.S. military often has used
reconnaissance aircraft in Iraq to track
down safe houses with militants inside.
Defense Minister Abdul-Qadir alObeidi said in a statement Sunday that
"these planes have been bought with
Iraqi money” but he did not disclose
the value of the purchase. The planes
already have been flown over Baghdad
by trained Iraqi pilots, according to the
statement.
The U.S. has been working to train
and equip Iraqi security forces on the
ground and in the air to prepare them to
take over their own security.
Violence has receded over the past
year following a U.S. troop buildup, a
Sunni revolt against al-Qaida in Iraq
and a Shiite militia cease-fire. However.
U.S. commanders have warned that

extremist groups such as al-Qaida in
Iraq are still trying to rekindle sectarian
warfare to undermine the U.S.-backed
Iraqi government.
Iraqi workers swept up broken glass
and other debris from bloodstained
streets, after a series of explosions struck
areas in Baghdad on Sunday, killing at
least 35 people.
The attacks began just before or
after Muslims ate the meal that breaks
the daily, dawn-to-dusk fast during the
holy month of Ramadan. They appeared
aimed at reviving sectarian tensions that
once brought the nation to the brink of
all-out civil war.
Tariq Hussein, 25, the owner of a
clothing shop, left a hospital Monday
after being treated for shrapnel injuries
in his arm and leg he received in the
deadliest attack in the mainly Shiite
neighborhood of Karradah.
He said the explosion “shocked me
strongly and I saw the burned dead
bodies of people, and cars on the street
collided with each other.”

Separately, an American soldier was
killed by small-arms fire during a patrol
Monday afternoon in northern Baghdad,
said Lt. Col. Steven Stover, a military
spokesman.

The death raises to at least 4,175
members of the U.S. military who have
died in the Iraq war since it began in
March 2003. That is according to an
Associated Press count.

AP Photo

Deal: Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Malikl, right, meets U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates Sept. 15.

NASA delays repair mission to Hubble telescope
By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL. Fla.
(AP) - NASA said Monday it
is delaying its mission to the
Hubble Space Telescope until
next year because of a serious
breakdown of the observatory in
orbit.
Space shuttle Atlantis had
been scheduled to blast off in
just two weeks, but a new and
unexpected problem with the
Hubble appeared on Saturday
night when the telescope stopped
sending science data.
That potentially means a new
repair issue for the astronauts
to confront — one that they
haven't trained for and never
anticipated.
The failure of the command
and data-handling system for
Hubble's science instruments
means that the telescope is
unable to capture and beam
down the data needed to prtxluce
its stunning deep space images.
Early
Monday afternoon,
NASA announced that the Oct.
14 launch had been postponed
until at least early next year,
possibly February.
Whenever
Atlantis
does
fly, NASA may send up a
replacement part for the failed
component.
It would take time to test
and qualify the old replacement
part and train the astronauts to
install it in the telescope, said
NASA
spokesman
Michael
Curie. NASA also would have to
work out new mission details for
the astronauts who have trained
for two years to carry out five

Hubble repair spacewalks.
“The
teams are always
looking at contingencies, and
this is just something that has
cropped up we have the ability
to deal with. They’re just trying
to decide what direction we want
to go,” Curie said.
There is a backup channel
for the science instruments’
command and data-handling
system, and NASA may be able
to activate it successfully so that
data transmission resumes,Curie
said. But if NASA relies solely
on the backup channel, there
would be no other options if it
malfunctioned.
Work already has begun to
switch the telescope to the backup
channel. It is a complicated
process; the backup channels on
the various modules that must
be switched over have not been
turned on since the late 1980s or
early 1990, right before Hubble
was launched. The Hubble team
hopes to complete the job by the
end of the week.
Curie
stressed
that
the
telescope is not in trouble;
it’s just that it cannot send
science information to ground
controllers. That means NASA
is unable to receive the dramatic
pictures Hubble is known for.
The mission by Atlantis and
a seven-person crew will be the
fifth and final servicing mission
to Hubble.
Now. Endeavour will be the
next shuttle up. on a trip to the
international space station in
November. Endeavour is already
at the launch pad; it was supposed
to serve as a rescue ship for
Atlantis in case of trouble.

DELIVER SANDWICHES.
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Repair mission: Technicians prepare hardware that will be carried on space
shuttle Atlantis to NASA's Hubble space telescope at Kennedy Space Center in Cape
Canaveral, Fla . Sept 10. Five spacewalks are planned during the 11 -day mission to
install new instruments and repair and replace other systems in the telescope
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

Voting matters

PARKIMO

SPA CE

SCAVeN&£R*

At a time when history is being made,
Grand Valley State University students
need to take the opportunity to vote and
make a difference in this election.
Election day is quickly approaching, and many people are
rushing to register to vote. Men and women are repeatedly seen
across campus asking students to register, and heated political
debates have begun to Hash across the media span.
This Nov. 4 election is nothing similar to elections in the past;
it is one that will go down in history. For the first time, a black
man is a presidential candidate and a woman is a Republican vicepresidential candidate. There are a number of firsts on the ballot,
and isn’t this the perfect opportunity to make a difference?
To be able to say, “1 voted for Barack Obama, the first black
presidential candidate," or “Sarah Palin, the first Republican
vice-presidential candidate, is who I voted for," are amazing and
historical statements that have never been uttered.
GVSU students need to take the opportunity that will ultimately
change this country and its future. Each and every vote makes a
difference and will affect how each American lives his or her life.
Voting is more than a privilege, it is a right as an American
citizen that each person should take advantage of.
As Nov. 4 approaches, don’t just sit back and watch the voter
registration deadline come and go. Get up and make your voice
heard. So when the new president of the U.S. is announced on the
night of Nov. 4, voters can proudly say they made a difference.

GVL / Elliot

YOUR INSIGHTS

Which candidate are you voting for?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR------------------------------When I am unable to attend a
show, I must rely on the expertise of
the critic’s eye to tell me the story
and show me the performance. Even
a poor performance can warrant a
decently written review so the reader
may understand WHY it did not work.
Perhaps it was on the part of the
actors, perhaps some directorial
choices, perhaps the set or the
lighting were not right. Sometimes
a show is simply not fully
realized. Not every performance
is genius, not every performance
is perfect. However brilliant or
dreadful a show was, if I can read
a CONSTRUCTIVE critique, I
can gather a better sense of what is
happening in the performing arts
world at large, and that is a very
powerful.
Along these lines, is the fact
that live performances are just
that, LIVE. A performance from
one night can never be exactly the
same another night. And yes, a
performance may be videotaped for
posterity, but even then, this changes
the nature of the performance from
a three dimensional, living and
breathing work to something flat
and on a screen. It is the written
record of a performance, capturing

nuances and subtleties and how the
living nature of theater affects the
theatergoer as a participant of the
show.
What particularly infuriates me
to no end is that THE ARTS ARE
IN TROUBLE IN MICHIGAN!!!
Funding of the arts continues to be
slashed, especially in these difficult
economic times. This comes as no
surprise, as the arts have always
needed to fight for their place. We
need allies, not enemies, especially
from those in the language arts,
for yes, writers too are considered
artists.
Not every piece will be singing
the praises of what happens on
that stage, but 1 expect there will
be some solid evidence to back up
claims of what, for example, the
“most obnoxious character on stage’
constitutes.
Congratulations Midsummer’s
Cast!
Continue to break legs all year
long.

"I'm going to make

really like his plan

my professors told me to

I'm voting for Obama

brought up Catholic

because I thought that

for the middle class

because he stands for

and a big part of that is

he did better last Friday

and his foreign policy

and he's a pretty smart
guy, so I trust him."

a bigger and better

being pro-life."

(in the presidential

as opposed to other

debate) and I'll be

candidates."

change."

honest, I don't want
another Republican in
office."

Jessica Chandler

Colleen Williams

Josh Pappalardo

Sophomore
Criminal Justice
Chicago, III.

Senior
Physical Education
Grand Rapids, Mich

Senior
Criminal Justice
Livonia, Mich.
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The big story right now
is the $700 billion-bailout
package that has had the whole
world looking a little more
closely at Wall Street and the
White House. The House of
Representatives defeated the
plan on Monday, so many will
be watching President George
W. Bush's next steps. I know I
will be. After hearing President
Bush’s speech last Wednesday,
I realized something was
wrong w ith his endorsement of
the bailout package.
It may just be me. but last
time I checked. Republicans
want less government
intervention. Democrats are
the ones that are for more
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“It’s time that students are involved

government intervention.
President Bush supporting
this bailout package is going
against what he should be
representing as a fiscallyconservative president. Next,
we are going to hear he has
increased the federal budget
while he has been in office. Oh
wait, he did do that. Frankly.
I sincerely doubt Bush has
ever been conservative when
it comes to the economy, other
than a few tax cuts here and
there.
Are we really that surprised
though? I know it was
while most of us were still
in elementary school, if not
in diapers, when there was
a conservative presidential
candidate that ran a campaign
on the phrase. “Read my lips;
no new taxes,” and then he
raised taxes once he got into
office. I guess it is true the
apple does not fall too far from
the tree. If you haven’t figured

it out yet. that was George
Bush senior’s campaign.
Do take this the wrong way;
it is not just the Republican
presidents. Bill Clinton cut
welfare spending while in
office, and acted more fiscally
conservative than President
Bush, although he was a
Democratic president.
I don't believe every
Republican representative or
Democratic representative
agrees l(X) percent with their
party on every issue. I realize
like many other things, politics
is not simply black and white.
There is a lot of gray area.
There is no way there can
be a party established where
everyone agrees on everything.
However, it seems our
presidents are forgetting they
belong to a certain party.
Representatives are expected to
react to situations in a way that
reflects the thought patterns of
their party.

As a supposed fiscally- "
conservative president.
President Bush should let
the markets fix themselves
and should not entertain
the thought of government
intervention.
How does this affect all
of you as you head to the
polls this November? As
voters, we really should stop
concentrating so much on the
political party that we most
identify with and really start
looking at the candidates
themselves. After all, the last'
few presidents have been
ignoring their party's wishes,
why shouldn’t we?
Pay attention to the
candidates and the issues. If ;
you’re fiscally conservative, '
perhaps you should make siiife
your presidential candidate is*
too.

on GVSU’s campus believe
and what we believe does not
condone what he believes.”
Perhaps, however. I am
viewing Venyah’s return visit
too harshly. His words and
ideologies were offensive
and regretfully ran the risk
of turning people away from
the Gospel. He definitely
flirted with, if not crossed, the
line between “free speech”
and “hate speech” multiple
times during his stay. He
stripped the role of judge
and jury away from G<xl
and made broad, offensive
generalizations about college
students.
However, while I did
witness throughout the week
the typical mob of GVSU
students who considered
it “fun” to fuel his ire by
antagonizing him and his
followers. I also witnessed
something beautiful spawning
from something hateful. I
witnessed community here
at GVSU as I have never
witnessed before and may
have never witnessed if not

for the return of Venyah and
Soulwinners Ministry. Small
groups of students, many of
whom would have probably,
otherwise ignored one
another, instead ministered
to or comforted one another
as needed following such a
hateful message.
I applaud the GVSU
community for spawning such
a sense of community when
it was most needed. 1 pray
that this sense of community
and ministry may continue
to grow and blossom, even
as Soulwinners is but a
distant memory to us as
they visit Western Michigan
University this week. Also,
about Venyah’s message, I ,
happen to know of at least six
great ministry organizations
on campus who share the 7i
ideals of Christ’s love and
!
acceptance not reflected in thd
interpretation of the Gospel • |
heard last week.
In peace,

psaenz® lanthorn x am

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

in the recruitment of other

Granted all of this talk
about Michael Venyah,
following his return visit this
year. I feel a need to weigh in
on the subject from a slightly
different standpoint.
Several years in the
Catholic Church and as a
Christian have brought me one
of two things, depending on
who you ask: condemnation
from Venyah and his followers
or security in the fact that their
message does not reflect the
full Gospel.
While what they had
said was not necessarily
blasphemous, as we all do fall
short and all should repent
before being forgiven, this is
a sensitive issue to most that
should not be shared unless
you intend to specifically
include a message of God's
love and forgiveness.
If I had sat in on Venyah’s
talk all week, then it was
not to antagonize this man
or some attempt to alter my
spiritual beliefs. (Again, I
was raised in the church and
therefore Venyah has as much

students.”
Lex Daniels
President of the Multi-Racial Student
Association at GVSU, on the decrease in
minority enrollment

GVL OPINION POLICY ■
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discusskm and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley liinthom.
The Grand Valley l^nthom welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editt*. guest columns and phone
responses.
Ijetters must include the author 's name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
Ijetters will be checked by an employee of
the (hand Valley I .anthorn
Ijetters appear as space permits each

"Obama, because I

leaning towards Obama

Ashley Wint
GVSU alumna

Christine VanderVlies

"Obama, because one of

"I'm going to be voting
for McCain because I'm

"I'm undecided, but I'm

this short and simple.

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthorn will not be
held responsible for emus that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic emirs.
The name of the author may be
withheld for compelling reasons.
The
a intent,
information
and
views expressed arc not appnived by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

i

likelihood to change my mind
as any student did to change
his). I sat out there all week
as an opportunity to minister
to my fellow students and
explain to them about Christ's
love (the half of the Gospel
that had been missing from
Michael Venyah’s message).
I was not out there out of
my own fear, but because
there will always be the one
person, if not a group, who
will he turned away from the
Gospel because all that they
know about the Gospel's
teachings they learned from
religious radicals and their
repeated messages of hatred.
This is why such harmful
messages offend and
disgust me in their blatant
mistreatments of Scripture
and why I felt the need not
to antagonize Venyah and his
followers but to minister to
smaller groups of students
from the “free speech’’
standpoint that Venyah
insisted on, “'This is what
he believes but this is what
several ministry organizations

Kent Brindley
GVSU graduate student
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Readers react to ‘Midsummer’ review
LETTERS TO THE EDI TOR
Please let your Arts and
Entertainment editor know that
I give her thanks but no thanks
for the personal ego boost in her
review of GVSU Ilieatre’s “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
It was impossible to take her
seriously being not only a member
of the cast, but as both a Theatre
and a Writing major.
I expected that reading a review
of a seven-week-long collaborative
artistic endeavor might behoove
me; it did no such thing.
When Ms. Willcutt expresses
distaste for particular scenes or
characters, I feel obligated to

r " l|0 A

I will admit that I have not
seen GVSU’s “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” as I am an
alumna who now lives out of
state.
While it is understandable that
many theatergoers will, indeed,
have various opinions regarding
performances and are entirely
entitled to them (as even those
shows that seem dreadful will
undoubtedly receive rave reviews
and vice versa), I believe this
criticism is best delivered when a
writer has her facts straight.
Please do not feel as though
I am doubting your intelligence
when I point out that GVSU is
a university; therefore, it is a
learning environment.
While some of the GVSU
Shakespeare Festival actors are
hired professionals, most are
students, and this Shakespeare
experience is part of the
wonderful opportunity that GVSU
allows them during the course of
their education.
No doubt, as professional
theater personnel in the “real
world,” they will eventually need
to endure the harsh, yet rewarding
reality of negative reviews.
In your review, you state: ”...
Many audience members were
with the cast the entire time,
laughing at the timeless and
oftentimes perverse jokes of
Shakespeare. However, every
moment past intermission seemed
to drag on to an almost ridiculous
degree.” Hands down, that
has to be one of the most selfcontradicting statements I have
ever read.
Meanwhile, these cast

-. How is it that the
“undeniably good” acting
was “incredibly painful to
watch?” And though the play
demonstrated its “inability to
maintain audience attention,"
somehow “many audience

As one of the actors in
Grand Valley’s production of “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,”
I was anxious to read Dani
Willcutt’s review of the play we
have all been working very hard
on for the past seven weeks.
Unfortunately, it is obvious she
was not entirely pleased with
what she saw. While I am glad
Ms. Willcutt enjoyed the sets,
costumes, musical numbers and
the acting talents of the leads, I
was surprised to find that the one
of the few real negative aspects
worth noting for her was the
performances of myself and the
other “nerve grating" peasants who

First of all, I would like to
thank you for publishing the story
in a way that catches the eyes of
Lanthorn readers. Even though the
article was poorly written, at least
it kxiks pretty.
Second, I would like to
introduce myself. I am Whitney
Hershberger, the actor that Willcutt
singled out by saying my character
was “one of the most obnoxious”
and at the “forefront of the nerve
grating.” I do not think I have been
ever insulted in such a creative
way.
Now, I am not saying she does
not know anything; her review of
Alicia Clark and Nancee Moes
as being two actors that were
mesmerizing and sprightly was
correct. These two women are
phenomenal actors and I am proud
to be on stage with them.
But her account of their acting
was really the only thing that
Willcutt got right.

I saw the opening night
pnxJuction of “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.” I don’t know
what production Ms. Willcutt
saw, but the pnxJuction I saw
was sold out and had a standing

inform her that these were the
scenes that audience members
laughed at the most — these were
the characters that were repeatedly
referred to as the most memorable.
And not just by random audience
members.
Our own President Haas made
a point to e-mail the director,
Karen Libman, saying “WOW ...
Marcia and I enjoyed the entire
production ... we were able to
stay for the whole performance ...
BRAVO!” (capitalization his, not
mine)
Need I remind Ms. Willcutt
that standing ovations usually

members spent countless hours
learning their lines, exploring
blocking and costuming and
cutting their summer breaks short
to try to make a story come to life
on an otherwise previously bare
stage.
These GVSU theater students
are so lucky to have peers like
yourself sitting in the audience
to give them feedback, good and
bad; 1 strongly encourage you to
continue to do so — please don’t
let my criticisms here discourage
you. But do not give a mixture of
clashing stories.
When I read your review,
I wondered if you had gotten
confused and went to two entirely
different shows on the same night.
Or perhaps the cast had actually
worked such magic on you that
Bottom wasn’t the only one
that felt alluring yet disorienting
effects of this production.
Either way, I beg you to better
explain yourself and if that means
you will have to write a longer
article, then so be it.
How isTitania’s stage presence
so "indisputably mesmerizing?” I
believe you, or at least I want to,
because that sounds enticing.
But show me where to buy a
ticket to the show! And why do
you say that the scene of peasant
players performing their playwithin-a-play is so irritating?
At any rate, every single
“Midsummer" variation that
I’ve seen has emphasized the
humor behind the awkward and
struggling (yet dedicated and
passionate) talent the players
possess. And funny enough, it
sometimes takes a really, really

members were with the cast
the entire time, laughing...”
Ms. Willcutt, I am happy
that you were impressed
and transfixed by all the
beautiful colors on stage, but
the next time you review a

perform the “mini-play” for the
Duke’s wedding. I was wondering:
In what way could I better portray
my character, an inexperienced
laborer who knows nothing about
theater’?
It is also unfortunate that at
two and a half hours, Ms. Willcutt
thought the play was about a half
hour too long. Actually, during
rehearsals, our average runtime
came under two hours. I guess
the extra length must have come
from all the laughter and applause
breaks we received. Or perhaps
it was the standing ovation.
Yeah, that must be why it was “at
times hard to hear the lines”. Our

In her review full of
contradictory statements, among
them “mediocre” and “painful
to watch," Willcutt has singlehandedly discouraged the entire
population of GVSU students to
see this production.
I would like to personally invite
all of you; students, faculty and
community members to come see
our show. I know I can speak on
behalf of the entire cast and crew
when I say we would love to spend
an afternoon or evening with you
this weekend. Please come and let
us entertain you!
I also think you should know
that Willcutt’s review of our show
left out some information. For
example, the performance that
she attended was a SOLD-OUT
SHOW (470 seats) and at the end
we received a standing ovation.
In theater, as well as in other
performing arts, when a group of
close to 470 people stand on their

ovation at the end! The play was
HILARIOUS — I haven’t laughed
so hard in a long time.
The play was excellent — far
from medkxrre as your reviewer
implied. I was shocked by the

imply that a production was wellreceived?
Since she was so clearly
taken by the songs and dances, 1
would heartily recommend her to
patronize any of the community
theatres downtown as they are
all doing "fantastic theatrical”
musicals right now.
All, except for Actors Theatre,
but I’m sure she would find a
straight play a bit out of her reach.
Nancee Moes
GVSU senior

good actor or actress to play a bad
one. If this scene was so annoying
and if the show itself so painf ully
dragged on, how can you also
reveal that the auditorium was
filled with audience laughter the
ENTIRE show?
Give the cast something to
work with, so if there really is
an issue, it can be addressed and
mended, allowing the show to
go on and be enjoyed by cast and
audience alike.
I have to hand it to you,
though. You left things enough
of a mystery in your review that
I’m actually even more intrigued
about this show now.
Maybe I will have to make an
out-of-town excursion to see what
all of the fuss is about.
Or maybe that was your
intention in writing the article
to begin with, using reversepsychology to help lure people in
to fill seats? But let’s not add more
confusion to the mix.
In all honesty, I seriously do
have every confidence that you
are a wonderful writer and should
persevere in standing firm in your
opinions — you just have some
learning to do here and there.
Just like the cast of “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” may
as well.
Essentially, you can learn
together at the great institution of
GVSU.
And to the “Midsummer” cast
and crew, the same goes to you —
keep breakin' legs!
Kristin Kirk
GVSU alumna

performance, could you please
form a coherent statement of
your opinion?
Brie Roper
GVSU alumna

mistake. We’ll try to do something
about that dam laughter.
Even ignoring the contradictory
statements throughout the review
(acting that is both “undeniably
good” and a “mediocre thespian
experience”; an audience that
was “with the cast the entire time,
laughing” yet we somehow “fall
short of delivering the promised
comedy”), Ms. Willcutt never
seemed to explicitly say what
exactly was “below par” about the
play.
Sean Francis
GVSU sophomore

feet to clap and cheer a company,
this is a good thing. Also, on
Sunday a representative from
the American College Theatre
Festival, said he would like to
nominate our show to send a
scene to perform at our region’s
festival this coming January . For
a performance of mediocrity, that
sounds pretty good.
Again, on behalf of the cast and
crew of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream" I would like to invite
you to come see our pnxJuction.
Remember the time you enjoyed
a movie or song and someone said
it sucked?
They were most likely wrong.
I also encourage my fellow artists
that risk putting their art out there
for anyone to tear apart to come
see our show.
Whitney Lynn Hershberger
GVSU senior

review and encourage all students
to go see the show. It was great,
and I highly recommend it!
Nicholas M. I .aw
GVSU senior

As a theater major, I have
grown accustomed to rejection
and criticism. I also respect the
right of every audience member
to come away from a production
with their own judgments.
Ms. Willcutt offers endless
contradictory statements in her
review. I am confused as to how
“it was obvious to the audience
the students put a lot of work
into their performances” and

how “many audience members
were with the cast the entire
time,” while later she described
the performance as “incredibly
painful to watch for the full length
of time.” If you are going to
write a negative review, include
specifics and reasons as to why
you disliked the performance.
Perhaps if you’d merely looked
around you at the sold-out crowd
giving the play a standing ovation

at the end, you might have been
shaken exit of your tunnel vision.
Writing a negative review
about a pnxJuction without
offering any facts is insulting
and damaging to the hundreds
of people that work tirelessly to
make the GVSU Shakespeare
Festival a success.

“1 loved it!” “It was great!”
“You guys were awesome!”
“Shine, Shine, Shine!” All of
these were responses that I
heard to the pnxJuction of “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
Therefore, the most common
reaction I heard to the review by
Ms. Dani Willcutt was "Did she
see the same show’?”
Ms. Willcutt wrote that the
play was “interesting,” “(had]
undeniably good (acting),”
“unable to maintain audience
attention,” “painful to watch,” and
“most of the audience was with
the cast the entire time.” How
can all of these statements be
resolved with each other within
one article?
The review starts out with
misstep, asking whether repeating
“Midsummer” was a good idea.
Quite frankly, I see no reason to
bring forth this question. Instead
of taking a golden opportunity
to talk about the history of the
festival and how it has grown,
Ms. Willcutt wastes it with a

petty jab. There are only so many
plays of Shakespeare, and they
all have been performed many,
many times. If a show was never
repeated, his plays would have
been used up before Shakespeare
was dead.
The fact that Ms. Willcutt also
uses the word “perverse,” a word
with many negative connotations,
to describe the humor, betrays
the possibility that she may have
gone into the show expecting not
to find any enjoyment.
Most unsettling of the topics
mentioned is the thorxxigh
disappointment in the mini-play.
Based off the crowds reaction
during and after the show, that
was the most loved section.
How can you call a character
grating when with six words.
Starveling can gamer two sets of
applause? Crowds do not cheer
for obnoxious characters they
do not like. They titter politely
and wait for the character to
leave the stage. Rather, there was
almost constant belly laughter

and clapping. The actors had to
repeatedly hold for applause and
wait for the laughs to die before
delivering the next line. This was
just one scene and by no means
the only one that won the crowd
over. What of Helena’s chase of
Demetrius, or the Mechanicals’
slow -mot ion-moment-of-temor?
In short, the best way to sum
up this review is with a quote
from the show, albeit slightly
modified: “A review there is,
my lord, some ten words long,
which is as brief as I have known
a review, but by ten words, my
lord, it is too long, which makes
it tedious. For in all the review,
there is n(X one word apt, one
point fitting.”
1 can only hope that Ms.
Willcutt’s review does not drive
away potential theatergoers, for
the show there is far more than
a “mediocre thespian experience.”

Well, I don’t know what play
you were watching but when I
saw Midsummer on Saturday
I, along with the rest of the
audience, laughed non-stop
throughout the performance.
This is my third time seeing
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
in the Grand Rapids area and
this was one of the best. Even
the family sitting next to me who
were “missing the football game
for this,” laughed throughout
and at the end of the play turned
to me (a complete stranger)

and said, “THIS WAS A LOT
BETTER THAN A FOOTBALL
GAME!” and continued to clap
and cheer!
Personally, I thought the
Mechanicals were the best part
of the play — especially the
man playing Bottom! Hilarious!
And people were cheering for
Moonshine DURING the play.
So, I don’t know if you just
weren’t in the mood to see it
or it’s just not your thing but
you shouldn’t just say it was
crap. I have a friend who can't

I find it preposterous that a
writer can rant about how the
show “failed to captivate,”
yet hardly reveal a scruple
of evidence toward the
statement. Though I am not
the best of writers, I offer you
my words. I am an alumnus,
but I promise to shelve my
bias in the interest of review.
My recent attendance at
the Grand Valley Shakespeare
Festival’s “A Midsummer’s
Night Dream” left me joyous
and entertained. The show,
directed by GVSU theater
professor Karen Libman, was
a magical event that left the
heart warm.
“Midsummer” is a show
that contains a cacophony
story and it can be hard to
pinpoint one single story line
in the bulk of the plot. As a
result, it is hard to focus on
just one character arc. The
literature of “Midsummer”
provides a feast of stories
including an acting troupe,
the plight of Helena, the
adolescence of Hermia, the
brooding of Lysander and
Demetrius, the taming of
the shrew, like Titania, and
the pitfalls of Puck. The
GVSU pnxJuction took
these subplots and presented
them to the audience in
a smorgasbord of art and
entertainment that I found
lacking spice but overall
filling.
Often new and abstract
settings are forced to fit
around Shakespeare to bring
it to a modem audience.
For the pnxJuction, Libman
chose “Bollywood,” but
very cleverly used it as more
of a device than a setting
constraint. This provided
a colorful lavishness that
fit easily with the show.
“Midsummer" contained
a general frivolity and
brightness that was satisfying,
but too much of a good thing
can become bland. There
was no contrast between
the real and forest world.
Instead, we were greeted
with Bollywood, slammed
in the face with no chance to
grasp the seriousness of the
beginning and how it relates
to the general elation and
celebration in the end.
Acting-wise, there are
some very intelligent choices
made by an acting company

comprised of freshman all the
way to seasoned professionals.
One can’t begin without
Hippolyta first coming to
mind. Alicia Clark’s portrayal
possessed great style and
power, so much so that I feel it
upstaged her later portrayal of
Titania. Better still, as Titania,
Clark embodied a gorgeous
image fit to be a queen. Through
both word and constant
physical embodiment of Hindu
goddesses, she portrayed a
character I wanted to behold
and love, yet loathe at the same
time.
Brian Webb Russell’s
portrayal of both Theseus
and Oberon was extremely
satisfying. Though I felt some
of his physical choices were a
bit awkward, it is rare to hear
verse evoked with such grace
and appreciation of the spoken
word.
The lovers provided great
work with Chuck Fortenbacher
portraying an excellent over
sexed and naive Lysander, Kyle
Walker as a down-to-earth,
yet thick-headed Demetrius
and Dynasty Huckleby as a
self-absorbed, but lovable
Hermia. Shining the brightest
was Julie Kehr's portrayal of
Helena. Kehr’s performance
commanded the stage and
made your heart cry a little for
Helena’s lot in life. When things
turn around, you rejoice for her
newfound luck and cheer her
defiance when both lovers are
enraptured with her.
Wildly successful was
Nancee Moes’ portrayal of
Puck. Moes shows a skill
not possessed by many
actors both professional and
student: the ability to recreate
a Shakespearian high comic
in today’s vernacular. Moes
issues her lines with a wealth
of knowledge and maintains
tone and inflection that sent
even the most ignorant on a
laugh binge. Also notable was
her performance as Philostrate
which took on an almost Ellen
DeGeneres’ style of comedic
work.
Finally, I am pleased to
discuss the Mechanicals or
acting troupe. All provided
a great wealth of comedic
knowledge both high and low
that had me and the audience
in an uproarious giggle. The
trials of Quince (Jeffrey Otto),
the gender issues of Flute

Scott Watson
GVSU senior

Colin Maxwell Beerens
GVSU freshman

stand the music of the Beatles
and when they are brought up
in a conversation he says, “The
Beatles suck!” Obviously this is
not true — it’s just his opinion
and luckily for the millions of
us Beatles fans he has come to
appreciate their efforts.
I hope you can come to at
least appreciate the efforts of the
cast and crew of this production
of a timeless classic.
Michael Harthen
GVSU senior
(Sean Francis), the sad lot
of Snout (Sarah McDowell),
the coyness of Snug (Elliot
Michel) and the drive to just be
involved of Starveling (Whitney
Hershberger) provided some of
the most successful and pleasing
acting of the night. Chief
among the troupe, and the entire
production, was Scott Watson’s
utterly triumphant portrayal of
Bottom. To take on the role of
Bottom is to mount an unbroken
stallion. Without a lack of fear
and upmost familiarity of the
nature of the beast, one will be
thrown off. Watson possessed
both those traits and treated the
audience to a feast of comedic
genius.
No Bollywood style
production would be complete
without a series of dances for
the entire ensemble. Though
I found the attempt at the
dances rather good, I felt
the choreography lacked the
attention the style merited.
Keep in mind that dance plays
a pivotal role in Hindu culture.
I don’t feel that was weighed
into the creation and as a result,
the pieces looked more like they
were assembled from watching
too many Hindu-style MTV
videos.
The technical designs
provided an astonishing array of
color and detail. Jill Hamilton’s
costumes I felt were the only
design that alluded to the
arc of the story providing a
more simplified texture in the
beginning and progressing to
an all-out menagerie for the
eyes in the final scenes. The set.
designed by Al Sheffield, was
greatly functional and beautiful,
adding in a touch of fabric that
could be manipulated within the
show. However, it was a shame
that the lavish carvings far
upstage were often hidden away
behind veils of fabric.
Finally, the lighting by
Keith Oberficld was exquisite
and lavish. Sadly, in all three
elements I did feel that there
was still too much color in the
beginning.
Overall. GVSU’s production
of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream" was highly enjoyable
and provided a great night of
art and entertainment. I urge
anyone with an open mind and a
will to laugh to see the show.
Christian Vigrass
GVSU alumnus
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Candlelight vigil supports Free Tibet
Students for a Free Tibet holds vigil to honor Tibetan victims of Chinese aggression
By Haley Otman
CM Staff Writer

Rain
drops
threatened
to extinguish their candles,
but spirits ran strong as 30
students huddled together,
lighting up the night with
their cause.
The members of Students
for a Free Tibet held a
candlelight vigil Tuesday
night at the Cook-Carillon
Clock Tower on Grand Valley
State University’s Allendale
Campus to commemorate the
second anniversary of the
shooting at Nangpa La pass.
China’s government has
occupied Tibet since 1950,
and in 1959, Tibet’s leader,
the Dalai Lama, fled to
India.
Many Tibetans oppose
China's occupation and rule
and use the Nangpa La pass,
a main trading route, to cross
Tibet and escape into Nepal.
Tibetans flee
to gain
education because many of
them cannot afford to send
their children to school.
On
Sept.
30,
2006,
members of the Chinese
GVL / Brittany Jaques
Lighting freedom: Students hold candles during the moment of silence at the candlelight vigil, held by Students for a Free Tibet, to honor victims of human rights
Border Security opened fire
violations in Tibet. Students met in the Cook-DeWitt Center where they watched "Blood over Nangpa La" before going to the Cook-Carillon Clock Tower for the vigil
on Tibetans attempting to
doesn’t get enough attention,”
Indiana University.
escape through Nangpa La.
Coppens said.
He saw the Dalai Lama,
“The point of the vigil
The group first gathered
and said being surrounded
is to take a moment outside
in the Cook-DeWitt Center
by supporters of Free Tibet
of everybody’s busy lives
to view “Blood over Nangpa
influenced him to become
and remember all of the
involved with their efforts.
people who are victims of La,” a film which showed
a
brief
He sees GVSU’s chapter
human rights
history
of SFT as “a core of really
violations
“The point of the
about
the
motivated students who care
we’re
happenings
deeply about this cause.”
vigil is to take a
focusing on
in Tibet and
Mikhail Schilkey began
the Tibetans
moment outside of
i n formed
attending
SFT
events
a
who
were
viewers
couple of weeks ago at the
everybody's busy lives
shot on the
about
the
suggestion of a friend, and
Nangpa
and remember all of
Free Tibet
believes all of the money
La
pass,”
movement.
entangled
between the U.S.
said
Kristin
the people who are
“We and China “makes the matter
C o p pe n s ,
victims of human rights
want
to
pertinent.”
president of
have
the
In addition, he said he
ISFT.
violations.”
vigilmainly joined because he enjoys
Coppens
to
start
seeing a group of interesting
believes
awareness
people supporting a cause.
students
at
KRISTIN COPPENS
about
the
In order to continue the
GVSU have
STUDENTS FOR A
situation,” cause, SFT will show the
the
ability
FREE TIBET PRESIDENT
said Paris
documentary “Leaving Fear
to
spend
Con we 11,
Behind” in several weeks.
time and use
GVL/ Brittany Jacques
The Tibetan filmmakers
vice
resources to inform others
Peaceful vigil: Junior Paris Conwell covers her candle so it doesnt get put
president of SFT.
who documented the shooting
out by the rain during the moment of silence at the candle light vigil held by
about Tibet without the real
The
faculty
adviser at Nangpa La pass in this film
Students for a Free Tibet to honor victims of human rights violations.
world “tying us down,” which
of SFT, professor Robert
have been detained by the
is why SFT can really make
e-mail
the
Chinese
filmmakers.
Stewart-Ingersoll,
lived
Chinese government since
an impact here.
government
in
order
to
near many Tibetans during
March 2008.
“It’s something that just
assist in the release of the
otman @ lanthorn .com
his undergraduate years at
SFT plans to continuously

Local Venezuelans debate Chavez
Venezuelans Rotondaro, Gamboa discuss pros, cons of controversial Chavez administration
By Brittney Mestdagh
GVL Staff Writer

AP Photo / Era Ido P*res

Inside Venezuela: On Tuesday, Gustavo Rotondaro and Rafael Gamboa, two local
Venezuelans, will present different perspectives of the presidency of Hugo Chavez
Chavez is shown here arriving at a hotel for a meeting with Brazil's President Luiz
inacio Lula da Silva on Tuesday

The role of Venezuelan
President
Hugo Chavez
in
foreign relations, politics and
social programs is regarded with
controversy and with support.
Two
local
Venezuelans,
Gustavo Rotondaro and Rafael
Gamboa, will debate both views
of the controversial leader today
from 2:30 to4 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center Grand River Room.
“He is a controversial figure in
the news,” said Michelle MillerAdams, assistant professor of
political science. “He is looked
at positively and negatively, but
my hope is for this event to give
a more balanced picture of his
achievements.”
The event is part of Hispanic
Heritage Month. The event
coordinator, Sandra FemandezTardani, chooses
topics of
discussion from different Latin
American countries each year.
The spotlight in the news lately
has been focused on Chavez’s
policies and tensions with the
US.
One point of disagreement is
in Venezuelan oil, Miller-Adams
said. The U.S. is the country’s
largest customer, but recent
ties with other oil-producing
countries like Iraq and China are
making the U.S. nervous about
dependence on foreign oil, she
added.
The tension was heightened
with news of a $1 billion oil deal
and military loan Chavez recently
signed with Russia.
His ascent to power began
when he was a colonel in the

military who staged a coup with
“This is a good sign of the
a group of junior officers. He was
health of democracy in Venezuela,
imprisoned, and after his release
and Chavez is abiding.” Millerhe ran for election in 1998 and
Adams said.
2(XX). Elected to the office, a coup
There is no doubt Chavez
has changed Venezuela socially,
in 2002 threatened to remove him
politically and economically, but
from power. Chavez accused the
many people still either like him
U.S. of indirectly aiding the coup
or hate him, she said.
and furthering hostility.
“The situation has become so
Chavez campaigned on a
polarized that it might be hard to
platform to help the nation’s
get a clear picture
poor, and
of what is actually
fulfilled his
“(Chavez) is a
going on,” said
promise
Andrew Schlewitz,
when
he
controversial figure
a l^atin American
channeled
in the news... my
studies professor.
o
i
I
Schlewitz
revenues
hope is for this
plans on attending
to the poor
event to give a more
and
inviting his
through
classes,
as well as
social
balanced picture of his
encouraging others
welfare
achievements.”
to go, listen and
programs,
make their own
Millerdecisions. Hearing
Adams
MICHELLE
both sides from two
said.
MILLER ADAMS
local Venezuelans
He
also
GVSU ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
will
hopefully
heavily
inform
more
subsidized
students on issues occurring
oil, making Venezuela’s oil the
across the border, he said. It will
cheapest in the world.
be informational and challenging
Taking
money
from oil
companies'sales for his programs, to both sides, he added.
Femandez-Tardani noted U.S.
he created a 21 st century version
foreign relations, especially with
of socialism, she said.
Venezuela, are often overlooked
“He is putting power into the
in an election year, but it is
state,” Femandez-Tardani said.
important to know where each
“Many people, especially in the
candidate stands with nations like
U.S., do not agree with making
Venezuela. People like to know
everything public institutions.”
more about a potential president’s
Although some policies are
aimed at helping the p<x>r of strong and weak points, and this
event will help students further
Venezuela, Chavez has tried
to claim power for himself, access these opinions, she said.
“Is he a goon or is he a hero?”
Miller-Adams said. He proposed
constitutional changes allowing
Schlewitz said. “We’ll find out.”
him to stay in office, but the
hmestdaxh @ lanthorn xom
public voted them down

Notes from
abroad
Cross drinking
divide with
alcohol in England
By Mary Pritchard
GVL Study Abroad Columnist

I’ve been trying to think
of the one thing that has
hit me the most since being
in England. There’s the
plethora of different accents
to wade through and try
to understand, and there’s
always the significant lack of
things I’m used to, such as
salad dressings or meals that
don’t begin and end with a
large plate of hot chips.
But really, if you
glance over all of the little
adjustments, there’s one
difference between American
and British culture that has
dominated my study abroad
experience thus far. I’m
talking about what seems to
be the national pastime of
Britain — drinking.
As a junior in college,
I was pretty confident I
had seen all there was to
see when it came to wild
parties, fanatical drinking
and everything else that goes
along with that environment.
I was wrong.
The British are serious
about drinking. It’s not the
exception, it’s the rule. It’s
not a weekend activity, it’s
a way of life. The drinking
age is 18, and this makes a
bigger difference than you
might think. Our university
has a bar and a club on
campus, our student shop
sells liquor, beer and wine
and our cafeteria has beer as
one of the beverage options
to accompany meals.
This overwhelming
presence of alcohol has most
of the study abroad students
a little slack-jawed. It’s like
telling a kindergartner they
can live in a candy shop,
and a lot of us are taking full
advantage.
But to be honest, I’m
exhausted. We’ve been here
a week, and it has been
seven days of non-stop,
school-sponsored partying.
Every day you see students
drinking beer and playing
pool, or watching soccer in
the bar.
Every night there is a
theme party in the club that
goes until the wee hours of
the morning. Wash. Rinse.
Repeat.
In America, seeing a
student walking around at
noon with a cup of beer
might receive some strange
looks and comments about
“starting early.” There is no
such reaction here.
Drinking is an all-day,
everyday phenomenon, and
none of the British students
seem to think anything
of this, as opposed to us
fresh-faced Americans who
are used to our weekendonly partying and, for
the most part, feel a little
overwhelmed.
However, one slight side
note in this liquor-drenched
fantasy world is the intent
of most British drinkers is
simply to socialize.
They can manage
drinking several times a day
and all night because they
aren’t trying to get drunk.
There isn’t always the
rush toward alcohol induced
oblivion for them.
I don't think this secret
of moderation has been
passed on yet to those of us
just arriving here, but I can
imagine it’s a trick we might
want to learn.
Until then, I imagine
there will continue to be
those who choose to drown
their culture shock with a
pint at the pub — and those
who want to wake up and
embrace the new world
around them.

lakerlife @ lanthorn .com
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Physician assistant students
help rebuild Gulf Coast
GVSU students help restore communities destroyed by Hurricane Katrina
By Lauren Sibula
C/17. Laker Life Editor

Picture frames floating in
murky water, family photo
albums scattered to the wind
and collapsed
homes are
haunting images that resonate
from
the
devastation
of
Hurricane Katrina.
For several months after
the hurricane, the U.S. media
was flooded with images of

massive piles of debris and
neighborhoods
completely
immersed in water throughout
the Gulf Coast region.
Three
years
after
the
hurricane, many areas along
the Gulf Coast remain damaged
and have yet to experience the
rebuilding necessary to restore
the communities ruined by
flooding.
The lack of media attention

for the regions that have
not yet been refurbished is
exactly what drew a group of
Grand Valley State University
physician assistant students to
Mississippi in mid-August.
The group of 10 students, led
by Andrew Booth, professor
in the physician assistant
program, traveled 18 hours to
Lizana, Miss.
During the course of three

Courtesy Photo / Allison Schultz

days, the group worked to help
rebuild houses for some of the
locals.
see that other people hadn’t
“Everyone put Katrina on
forgotten about them.”
the back burner and it put
The group was thankful to
things in perspective that it
stay in a local church, but the
has been three years and things
realization they were staying
still aren’t back to where they
in more luxurious quarters
were,” said Greg Niedzwiecki, than the city’s residents was
a trip participant.
eye opening.
Physician assistant student
“We traveled some 1,800
Elizabeth Lawrence said there
miles to help these people and
was a huge surge of aid to the
we were still living in nicer
area two years
conditions
ago, but the
than they get
“We wanted them to
attention
has
to live in,”
know that though we
died down.
Niedzwiecki
“Just
said.
“It
are 18 hours away
because it’s not
made
us
we can feel their pain
sensationalized
work
that
in
the
news
much harder
... that other people
doesn’t
mean
to
try
to
hadn't forgotten about
its
resolved,”
accomplish
Lawrence said.
them.”
as much as
Allison
possible
Schultz,
a
every day to
ALLISON SCHULTZ
physician
help
these
TRIP PARTICIPANT
assistant
people
so
student
who
they
could
went on the trip,
experience
said she was inspired by how
things that people here (in
appreciative the community
Grand
Rapids)
take
for
was of the group’s rebuilding
granted.”
efforts.
Three
years
after
the
“We
wanted
them
to
hurricane, the group found it
know that though we are 18
disheartening to see people of
hours away we can feel their the area who still did not have
pain,” Schultz said. “A lot of a roof over their head and food
individuals felt hopeful to on the table.

“Giving back to people who
are less fortunate than us really
inspires a sense of humility
and humbles you to appreciate
the things you were given,”
Niedzwiecki said.
Though the trip began as a
one time outing, the experience
proved to be so meaningful
that the program is looking to
travel to the Gulf Coast again
as soon as possible.
“As soon as we left we were
asking one another ‘When can
we plan another trip back?’”
Schultz said.
Along with several other
service projects the group
takes part in, they will try to
organize a trip to the coast
once every six months or once
per year, Lawrence said.
The group hopes to spend
more than three days there in
the future, Lawrence added.
“We want to make it known
in the Grand Valley community
that there’s still a lot that needs
to be done in the Gulf Coast,”
he said. “If you can’t make
it out that far, volunteer your
time locally. There are a lot
of people who need help ... a
couple of hours here and there
can really make a difference in
the lives of a lot of people.”

lakerlife@ lanthorn .com

Student service: A GVSU student sweeps the newly-placed floor clean during a trip to help build a house in Mississippi

Three events to teach women about voting
By Jessica Richardson
(717. Staff Writer

Grand
Valley
State
University’s Women’s Center
and
Health
and
Wellness
Center are hosting three events
to educate women about the
upcoming election.
Collectively called “Women
Voting: Promises & Reality.”
the three events will feature live
discussion for women to learn
about the upcoming election.
The first event in the series
will be held today from noon
to I p.m. in Kirkhof Center
Room 2270 and attendees
are encouraged to bring their
lunches.
Speakers for the event will
be faculty from the political
science department.
Thursday’s event, “Gender.
Race and Media Coverage,” will
feature speaker Erika King.
“I believe it’s important to
exercise our right to vote —
especially if we want to keep it,”
said Danielle Wiese, assistant
professor of communications.
She believes gender has
played a significant role in the
media coverage of this election.
“First, with Hillary Clinton
(who received) so much press,
attention was placed on talking
about whether or not Hillary was
feminine enough, pretty enough,

college students today are less
affected by the statistics or
generalizations that the media
throws at us about race,” Archer
said.
“Electoral College:
2008
Strategies,” the third lecture in
the series, will feature speaker
Roger Moiles and take place
Oct. 16.
“1 am looking forward to our
loved ones in the armed forces
coming home,” said Stephanie
Cerqua,
a
fi rs t- yea r

more

System: How Viable?” will
feature speaker Donald Zinman.
The event will take place Oct.
9.
“I think voters my age need to
consider the differences between
ourselves and the previous
generation - our opinions
shouldn’t directly reflect those
of our parents since we need to
be more aware of the difficulties
we’re going to face right out of
college," said Megan Archer, a
GVSU senior.

into
public
discussions, and causing a lot of
talk about female news anchors
covering female candidates in
the news,” Wiese said.
She also believes the media
has a major influence on publicopinion and can even sway
votes.
“Because much of the public
relies on the press as their sole
source of information during a
campaign, the news cannot only
tell the public what to think,
but what to think about,” Wiese
said.
The media’s role should
be to provide the public with
information about the candidates
and their positions, she added.
The second event of the
series, “Two & Three Party

nursing
encourages
“The news cannot only
major.
more
women
tell the public what to
She firmly
to
research
believes the
the
candidates
think, but what to think
media
has
and how their
the power to
respective party
about.”
sway publicfits into their
vote
and
own lifestyles.
therefore the
“There
is
DANIELLE WIESE
public needs
actually a lot
GVSU ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
to
educate
of information
OF COMMUNICATIONS
itself.
out there about
“I
think
particular
many citizens are too busy or
women's issues that are night and
lazy to not research candidates,
day between prospective Obama
so they rely on how the media
and McCain administrations,”
portrays them,” Cerqua said.
Archer said.
For more information on
The number of college voters
these events, visit the Women’s
will benefit the election, she
Center Web site at http://www.
added.
gvsu.edu/women_cen/.
“Having the first AfricanAmerican nominee is quite a
jrichardson @ lanthorn .com
feat for most Americans, but

well-dressed
or
emotional
enough,” Wiese said.
Now the press is speculating
on whether Republican vice
presidential candidate Sarah
Palin is too
girly,
she
added.
“Gender

has
also
played
a
role
by
introducing

She
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*• GVL DIGEST
Sports in Brief

The Title IX debate: Sex discrimination in scholarships
By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor

GLIAC Commissioner
announces retirement
Tom Brown, the longest serving
commissioner in GLIAC history, announced
he will retire effective June 30, 2009
Brown was named commissioner in
July of 1992 and in his tenure has overseen
the addition of two programs and two
associate programs.
At the time of his appointment there
were only 10 participating schools all
located in Michigan.
The conference now has 12 participants
and two associates which include schools
from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.
“I am leaving a very solid NCAA Division
II conference that has great balance within
its sport offerings and whose members
compete nationally at the highest levels,"
Brown stated in a press release. "Our
President's Council and Executive Council
are both aware of my retirement time
frame. Making the announcement at this
time will allow ample time to conduct the
search for a successor."

Volleyball to promote
breast cancer awareness
The women's volleyball team will
attempt to raise awareness for breast
cancer at Saturday's match against
Hillsdale College.
The team will wear pink uniforms at
what is being called a "Dig Pink" fundraising
event and will be giving away free GVSU
volleyball T-shirts to the first 1,000 fans in
attendance in addition to a silent auction
and other promotions and giveaways.
This week the Lakers moved to No. 8,
in the CBS College Sports Network/AVCA
Division II Top 25 Poll.

Carr records first NFL
interception for Chiefs
After taking over for the injured Patrick
Surtain, former GVSU standout Brandon
Carr has been a playmaker on defense for
the Kansas City Chiefs.
Carr has 16 total tackles in the season,
15 of which he has been unassisted. Carr
also had his hands in on two Denver
Bronco turnovers Saturday in the Chiefs'
first win of the season.
Carr recovered a fumble and intercepted
a pass from Denver quarterback Jay Cutler
in addition to being the team's leading
tackier in week three.

Softball team recognized
for high academic levels
After a successful spring season on
the field and in the classroom, the GVSU
softball team was recognized with the
second highest GPA in NCAA Division II
softball.
The team had a cumulative GPA of
3.575 and was second to Grand Canyon
University's 3.680.
The National Fastpitch Coaches
Association announced the list as the
Girls Got Game Top Ten All-Academic
Teams, which honors both high school and
collegiate softball teams for their success in
the classroom.
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When recruiting men for his track and
cross country teams, Jerry Baltes has to
do so without the scholarship money his
women’s teams receive.
As Grand Valley State University’s
head coach for both the men’s and
women’s cross country and track teams,
Baltes has just 3.5 full scholarships
available to divide among his male
athletes, while women receive the
NCAA maximum of 12.6.
“We can’t do anything about it,”
Baltes said. “We tell athletes up front
that there is not much money, if any. We
tell them if they are looking for money
that Grand Valley might not be the place
for you.”
Baltes admitted the differences
in scholarship opportunities can, on
occasion, create friction between the
men and women on his current teams.
“There is some frustration sometimes
when you are working just as hard and
putting in as much time (as the women)
but you only get a fourth of the money,”
he said.
Track and cross country are not
the only men’s teams to receive fewer
scholarships than their counterparts.
However, under the restrictions imposed
by Title IX, it will continue to be a
problem for some men’s teams when
recruiting athletes.
Women’s swimming, tennis and

softball all receive at least twice the
amount as men in their respective
sports.
Title IX, the legislation that prohibits
federally funded educational institutions
from discriminating based on sex, is
supposed to provide equal opportunities
for men and women.
But does it?
By 2010, all of GVSU’s women’s
varsity programs will receive the
NCAA maximum for scholarships
allotted in Division II athletics. During
the 2(X)8-2(X)9 academic year, of the
130.2 scholarships available to athletes,
women’s teams will receive 52 percent
— despite having close to 100 fewer
participating student athletes.
This has not always been the case at
GVSU.
Athletic Director Tim Selgo said this
is the culmination of almost a decade
of work from GVSU Athletics to find
an equilibrium between men’s and
women’s scholarship funding.
“(Equalizing scholarship funding) is
not something you can do at once, but it
is something you can do over time and
we’ve done that,” Selgo said. “What we
have done here over the past 10 years is
made a concerted effort to increase the
number of scholarships for our women’s
sports programs, which has made our
ratio of men’s and women’s athletic
scholarships to now be almost 50-50,
and it wasn’t that way 10 years ago.”

Men's and women's sports
Men's track/cross country
Women's track/cross country
Men's swimming
Women's swimming
Men's golf
Women's golf
Men's tennis
Women's tennis

-I-' ^

GVSU scholarships
3.5
12.6
3.5
8.1
3
5.4
2
5.5

•
•
•
•

10
10

Other programs
Football
Volleyball
Women's soccer
Athletic Director

36
8
9.9
2

36
8
9.9

The balance Selgo and Athletics
found is based around the amount of
participation and allocated funding
toward the school’s football program,
which enlists more athletes and more
scholarships than any other varsity
program. The football team receives
the NCAA Division II maximum 36
scholarships, while all other GVSU
men’s sports combined receive 25.5.

•

Softball vs. Lake Superior,
11 a m.
Softball vs. Cornerstone, 3 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Hillsdale. 4 p.m.
M. Tennis vs. GVSU
Invitational. TBA

•
•

Sunday
•
•

W Soccer vs. Saginaw Valley
State, noon
M Golf vs. GLIAC
Championship, TBA

' 4

—

“It’s providing equal opportunities
and equal amenities for your women’s
sports as you are your men’s sports
and what you find today is that most
people are compliant in that way,”
Selgo said. “The other thing that (Title
IX) involves is participation numbers
and scholarships. From a participation
standpoint, (GVSU has) more men
See Title IX, B2

Allendale to host women's soccer six more times
Super-sized GVSU home
field expected to benefit
team in final matches
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Senior Reporter

After playing just three of its first
10 games at home the first half of the
season, the women’s soccer team has
a definite home-field advantage in the
second half.
Out of the nine remaining matches,
the Lakers will play in Allendale six
times.
Of the many advantages of playing
at home, the biggest may be the size of
Grand Valley State University’s home
soccer field, which is larger than most
other teams in the GLIAC. All the open
space suits the Lakers’ ball-possession
style of play.
The soccer field on GVSU’s campus
is about 120 yards long and 80 yards
wide. The average field the team plays
on is about 110 yards by 75 yards.
Occasionally during practices, GVSU
coaches will set up markers on the field
to prepare the team for smaller fields.
“It doesn’t normally change up our
play that much but it’s just something
we have to adjust to when we are on
the field.” said senior midfielder Joyce
Rose.
GVSU head coach Dave Dilanni said
even though the team is very capable
of playing well on the road, the team
is excited about having the bulk of its
home games at the back end of the
season.
“We can play wherever and we’ve
proven that.” he said. “But there is no
doubt that playing at home will give us
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
a better opportunity to play a little faster
and more attractive offensive soccer Laker speed: GVSU junior Natalja Stanski quickly passes junior Ashland player Casey Snyder during a game on Sept. 21
because of the bigger field.”
where as a lot of teams aren’t,” said
a 1-0 win over Tiffin University (7-2).
tie as the GLIAC’s all-time leading goal
As much as it is an advantage to the
senior
midfielder
Meaghan
Robinson.
Senior Katy Tafler, who was named
scorer.
Lakers to play on the home field, it is a
“We practice on that field four or five
the GLIAC Player of the Week, scored
Last season the team benefited from
disadvantage to visiting teams.
times
a
week
so
we’re
definitely
use
to
the
only
goal
with
three
minutes
left
in
a
steady
dose of scoring, averaging 3.8
“When teams come to play on our
it more.”
the match. The goal was the 102nd of
field it’s an advantage to us because we’re
On Sunday the team escaped with
Tafler’s career, which moves her into a
See Soccer, B2
use to playing on such a large surface

Brian Beaupied
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Saturday is Tiffin University’s homecoming.
IX*spite never having played one another, don’t expect it to
take tixi long for Grand Valley State University to figure out Tiffin
and its offensive and defensive schemes and rain on the Dragons’
homecoming parade.
In its first year of participation in the GLIAC. the newcomers
are I -4 and sit at the bottom of the conference, and there is good
reason, despite having several playmakers.
Defensive lineman Joe Crawford has blocked five extra points
this season and I anticipate he will have the opportunity to block
at least five more on Saturday against GVSU’s efficient offense.
Senior quarterback Matt RixX is among the top in the nation
in passing. But coupled with a rushing game that doesn't have
one 100-yatxl rusher this season and nets on average 27 yards per
game.GVSU’s fourth best pass defense may spell disaster for
Tiffin’s homecoming.
Parris Burt, a senior linebacker, has earned a GLIAC

GVl / Lindsey Waggoner

Laker agility: Wide reciever Jahan Jones (left) tries to weave around his
teammate at practice on Tuesday The football team practiced in the Turf
building on Tuesday in preparation for the upcoming game against Tiffin

Defensive Player of the Week distinction this season. An efficient
run stopper, he will have his hands full stopping the running
back committee of sophomore James Bere/ik and juniors Blake
Smolcn and P.T. Gates.
Like any semi-qualified collegiate coach.Tiffin first-year
See Beaupied, B2
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GVSU football team to crash, crush Tiffin’s homecoming party

Football at Tiffin, 1:30 p.m.

•

Men's basketball
Women's basketball

Schedule

Saturday

'

9
7.2

Laker homewreckers

•

*

3.5
7.2

www.lanthorn.com

W. Soccer vs. North wood
University. 4 p.m.
Cross Country at Notre Dame
Invitational, 2 p.m.
W. Tennis vs. Ferris State, 3 p.m
M. Tennis at GVSU
Invitational, 4:30 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Findlay, 7 p.m.

> -..'V
^ * ’y.j, _ r-

Baseball
Softball

Friday
•

1
yf

WHO: No. 2 GVSU (4-0) at
Tiffin (I-4)
WHEN: Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: Frost-Kalnow
Stadium (Ohio)
RADIO: 106.9 FM WMUS
Inside the series
This is the first game between
the two programs. Tiffin
joined the GLIAC in 2008
after participating last season
in the Great Lakes Football
Conference.
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Black, Blue men's golf teams conquer green
Black' team surprises
'Blue' team, places
second at tournament
By Kenneth Cotto
GVL Staff Writer

GVL / Pete Tabberer

Full swing: Freshman Ben Brooks tees off at the 18th hole during the Arendsen Golf Tournament at
the Meadows Monday. Brooks shot a final round 69 for a 54-hole total of 222

Kyle
Meinke

m
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With golf, whether you are a starter
player or a sixth man, your time to
shine can arrive any day.
That day came for junior Danny
Vaughan, who played as part of
the second team for Grand Valley
State University during its home
invitational Monday and Tuesday.
The Black team — considered as
the “B team" for the men’s golf team
— finished second at the Arendsen
Golf Tournament, placing ahead of
the Blue team.
Vaughan led the Black team to its
second place finish with a three-round
score of 878, six strokes behind first
place Indianapolis University.
Ferris State University followed in
third place with 880 and the GVSU
Blue team came in fourth and final
place with 884.
To come in second was bittersweet
for Vaughan.
“I was that close to winning," he
said.” I wish I had won, but 1 guess in
the long run I am still pretty happy.”
The ball rolled in Vaughan’s
favor when he got close to the hole

Rlinois (2-2) at Michigan (2-2)
; Kyle: Michigan is still glowing
afterjjs upset win against Wisconsin
last week, but lost in the shuffle is
how'fMonv they played for most of
that,game. Look for Illinois to take
advantage of the young Wolverines’
mistakes — something the Badgers
couldn’t do and paid for it.
Illinois 23, Michigan 13
| Brian: Both of these programs
afe shells of their former selves. That
being said, Michigan should carry the
momentum from last week’s upset
oif Wisconsin in to Saturday’s tilt
against the Fighting lllini. Despite
how much he doesn't fit the offense,
Sleven Threet has shown he can make

Consistency appears to be the
name of the game for the Grand
Valley State University women’s
golf team as it took home another
top-three finish.
At the Bing Beall Fall Classic
in Arlington. Ohio, the women
led after the first day but could not
hold off Ferris State University.
Although GVSU placed all
five of its golfers in the top 15,
FSU narrowly edged out the
—
■
......
I m

i*

GVl Archive I Bri Goodyear

Precision. Sophomore Kristina Langton
lines up her shot carefully during the
NCAA regionals this past summer

compete at a time, but
when we are able to
compete, you can see

how deep we can go.”

Pigskin pick em

plays, especially with his feet, as a big
quarterback. Michigan 27, Illinois 17

Auburn (4-1) at Vanderbilt (4-0)
Kyle: The Commodores are flying
high after cracking into the top 25
and taking over the top spot in the
SEC East. Meanwhile, Auburn is still
searching for a quarterback (Kodi
Burns and Chris Todd struggled to a
combined 18-for-29 for 129 yards last
week). It’ll be close, but home-field
advantage tips this game in Vandy’s
favor. Vanderbilt 27, Auburn 24
Brian: Though Auburn has
struggled a little bit with its passing
offense, the running game is more
than capable to pick up the slack. Brad
Lester is returning after missing the
Tennessee game and will only bolster
a ground attack that features Ben Tate.
Auburn 27, Vanderbilt 19

Missouri (4-0) at Nebraska (3-1)
Kyle: Missouri hasn't beaten the
Comhuskers in Lincoln since 1978.
But Chase Daniel is completing more
than 75 percent of his passes, has 12
touchdowns to only one pick and has
already racked up almost l ,500 yards
through the air. He’ll be too much for
Nebraska. Missouri 35, Nebraska 21
Brian: Streaks are meant to be
broken and that will happen in Lincoln
on Saturday during prime time. Chase
Daniels will continue his aerial assault
on opponents as he makes his case for
the Heisman.
Missouri 42, Nebraska 24.

Oregon (4-1) at USC (2-1)
Kyle: The Trojans are perennial
title contenders, yet have fallen four
times to unranked teams the past
three seasons. But last week’s loss to
Oregon State should have USC juiced
for Oregon in a battle of the Pac-IO’s

Women’s golf records
top-three finish in Ohio
GVl. Staff Writer

“Only five guys can

Lanthorn editors Brian Beaupied, Kyle Meinke go head to
head with their selections for College Football

\ Last round, GVL News Editor Kyle
Meinke (11-4) topped GVL Sports
Editor Brian Beaupied (9-5) for the
third time in the past four weeks.
Beaupied will need a strong showing
this week to keep pace.

By Kyle Paffhausen

and played smart throughout the of the world and you can’t play golf
angry.”
tournament.
He added the Black team just went
“I made a lot of putts,” he said. “I
out relaxed, competed and played
kept the ball in play and never really
great.
got into trouble.”
Malloure said he wants his team to
GVSU head coach Don Underwood
play more relaxed and not be “down
also
approved
of
Vaughan’s
in the dumps about everything.”
performance.
Vaughan and the rest of the Black
“He really played well for 54
team showed even though they are
holes," he said. “I was really proud
not the starting golfers, any one of
of Danny.”
them can come out
But
junior
on top on any given
Matt
Malloure,
day.
who
tied
for
This depth makes
eighth
place
the team dangerous
with 220, was
at an invitational
not too pleased
where two teams
with his team’s
can be fielded.
performance.
“We
probably
“We
were
have more than five
disappointed
at
guys that can play at
our finish,” he
anytime," Malloure
said. “We haven’t
said. “This shows
been playing at
MATT MALLOURE
how many players
our potential this
GVSU JUNIOR
we actually do have.
year. We were
Only five guys can
pretty confident,
compete at a time,
but we just didn’t
but when we are able to compete, you
play well.”
can see how deep we can go.”
The pressure of performing well on
The Lakers will be back in action
the home course and the expectations
on Sunday when they compete in the
the Blue team placed on itself had an
GLIAC championship in Saginaw.
effect on the team’s performance.
Mich.
"We’re just pressing too hard,”
Malloure said. “We were trying too
kt'otto@ lanthorn .com
hard and were not having fun. When
we do something bad it’s like the end

Lakers by two strokes.
“We don’t like losing ‘to
Ferris,” said sophomore Allie
Tyler. “We had a lot of success
on that course last year, so
to leave with second was a
disappointment.”
The Bulldogs two-day tally
of 604 beat out GVSU after it
fired three strokes better than the
Lakers on day two.
GVSU was led by Tyler, who
finished first overall with a final
score of 146 . Her score of 71 was
the best in the first round and her
second-round 75 was tied for the
best.
Tyler earned her second
straight GLIAC Golf Athlete of
the Week for her performance
during the weekend.
“On the course I feel like the
team can count on everyone for
a low score and it seems like low
scores bring out the leader in
everyone," Tyler said.
Fellow sophomore Kristina
Langton and junior Ashley
Smith also placed inside the topfive for the Lakers with identical
marks of 152.
The rivalry between the two
schools seems to be intensifying
on the golf course.
GVSU beat FSU at its own
invitational earlier this fall, a
favor the Bulldogs returned by
placing better than GVSU at
the team's own invitational in
Allendale.
The Lakers finished day one
with a slim lead thanks in part to
no golfer finishing with a score
above 79. The Inkers were the
only team without anyone above

80.
Junior
Caitlin
Bennett
finished in a tie for l()th place
and freshman Sarah Hoffman
rounded out the scoring for
GVSU with a 161, good for 15th
place.
"Staying positive throughout
the round will help our scores,”
Bennett said. "It is a long day out
there on the course and one bad
shot will not ruin the round.”
The Lakers have made the
transition to first-year coach
Rebecca Mailloux without a lot
of problems.
The team's worst finish this
season has been a fourth place at
its own tournament.
“I couldn't have asked for
a better team to walk into, I
don't think any coach could,"
Mailloux said. “The challenge
has been getting to know their
games and knowing what makes
them tick."
Tyler said the new coach
has not affected the team and
that chemistry keeps the squad
successful.
“Our new coach has had a
positive effect on our team,”
Bennett said. “The chemistry is
as g<xxl as it has ever been and
she really fits in well with the
personality of our team."
The I-akers have only one
more tournament this fall, the
South Florida Tournament on
Monday and Tuesday.
“We need to finish strong in
Florida next weekend and show
the nation that we are one of the
best,” Tyler said.

kpaffhausen @ lanthorn wont
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two ranked teams.
USC 31, Oregon 17
Brian: Whatever happened against
the Beavers was a fluke and won’t
happen again. The Trojans are the
most talented team in the country and
Mark Sanchez and Joey McKnight
will put on a show against the Ducks.
USC 35, Oregon 20

Don’t forget the OSU defense either,
James Laurinaitis and Malcolm
Jenkins will make big plays on the
other side of the ball.
Ohio State 34, Wisconsin 24

Ohio State (4-1) at Wisconsin (3-1)
Kyle: Terrelle Pryor and Beanie
Wells together in the backfield? That
should pose a lot of problems for
this Badger defense, which showed
how ineffective it can be during last
week's collapse in Ann Arbor, Mich.
Camp Randall is always a tough place
to play, but Ohio State should prevail.
Ohio State 24, Wisconsin 21
Brian: Before injuries hampered
Wells for a couple games this Buckeye
team was a top-five program. Healthy
again, the tandem of Pryor/Wells will
wreak havoc against the Badgers.

Title IX
continued from page B1

competing in varsity sports
than do women, which is
primarily due to football.”
GVSU is handcuffed into
adhering to the guidelines of
Title IX or it risks losing federal
funding, but is the legislation
potentially harming men’s varsity
programs outside of football?
“It’s tough for men’s sports,
but we have to do what is most
fair," Selgo said.

Soccer
continued from page B1

goals per game. But with
a 2.6 goals-per-game average
through the first 10 games this
season, the team has struggled to
prixluce those same numbers.
Dilanni said one reason for
the decrease in goals is because
the Inkers' opponents this year
are playing “not to lose, or to
lose pretty.” If opposing teams
feels that is what gives them
the best opportunity to beat his
squad. Dilanni said he respects

Beaupied
continued from page B1

head coach David Walkosky
preached gap responsibility in his
weekly radio show leading up
to Saturday’s game. He knows
like most traditional fixXball
programs, GVSU will try to
establish the mn to set up the
pass. Surprising erKxigh. he even
knows when you don’t give
up big plays and turn over the
f(x>tball it usually translates into
wins.
Well, if he’s hoping for
GVSU to turn the ball over, don’t
count on it. The leakers have
lost only three turnovers this
season while the Dragons are

1

Since
2(XX)-01
women’s
sports have received an increase
of 27.4 scholarships while men,
including the football program,
have only added four additional
scholarships.
Kathleen
Underwood,
cixirdinator of the Women and
Gender Studies program, said
individual interpretations on what
is fair or unfair are only going to
continue.
"Sexism can be as much
against men as women and until

(GVSU has) equality across the
board, these questions are going
to continue.” she said. “What
seems fair or unfair will always
be there."
Underwood
added
there
needs to be a continuing forum
on inequality within sports.
“(Sexism) goes both ways and
this just shows the ways in which
we haven’t dealt with sexism,"
she said. “We have not completed
the discussion.

that.
“This year (we’re) facing
teams that are not only giving us
their best shot but (we’re also)
facing teams that are choosing
to pack it in and play a lot of
numbers behind the ball and
that wasn’t the case last year,”
he said.
Similar to previous years,
GVSU’s defense is one of its
strong suits.
In the past two seasons the
Lakers’ defense has given up
one or fewer goals in all but two

matches. Dilanni said the team’s
commitment to go<xl defense
has been a tradition for the last
four years.
“The teams that win the
national championships are the
teams that can defend,” Dilanni
said. "Goal scoring is great,
but it’s the team that gives up
the least amount of goals that
wins. I think it’s a focus that we
concentrate on as a program."
The team will host Northwixxl
University on Friday at 4 p.m.

145th of 148 NCAA Division
II teams with I8 and are I4lst
in turnover differential. Cliches
aside, Walkosky is better suited to
stick with my favorite game plan
of scoring more than the other
team if he wants a win in his
first homecoming as Tiffin head
coach.
If only it were as simple as he
broke it down
Other coaches have attempted
Walkosky’s strategy and it hasn’t
gone according to plan. If the
Lakers find a play that works,
they’ll mn it over and over again.
Center Billy Eisenhardt
will even tell you what plays
are coming before he snaps the
fixrtball if it’s working that well.

Going into every game,
GVSU head coach Chuck Martin
and the l xikers have an offensive
“script" to follow. When the
team rehearses well at practice
during the week, scary things can
happen.
Ask former nationally-ranked
foes at Saginaw Valley State
University and Michigan Tech,
who were beaten 36-0 and 52-6,
respectively. And that was after
what Martin called “a gixxl week
of preparation "
If the leakers have a "great"
week of practice you can drop the
curtain on Tiffin’s homecoming.

sports@lanthorn.com

mkuzawa® lanthorn .com

sports® lanthorn scorn
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Dam Willcutt, A&E Editor
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Ho Davies shares short stories for Writers Series:
Fiction author Peter Ho Davies reads
excerpts, gives insight from short stories
“We just look for people who write
really well, use language really well
and tell an interesting story - and that’s
Peter Ho Davies had just taken his
him,” she said. “We try to bring writers
position behind the lectern to share
who we feel will connect with students
three ot his short stories - he left about
- excellent writers and good models for
a minute later.
our students.”
The fiction writer, who was on
Davies
started
the
night
by
Grand Valley State University’s campus
introducing the three short stories
luesday night as a guest of GVSU’s
he would be sharing - "The Ends,”
Writers Series, misplaced one of his
“Criminal Mastermind is Defined” and
stories.
“Chance.”
“If I'm not back in two minutes you
The first short story, "The Ends,”
can send a search party,” he joked as he
which Davies wrote in 2001, was
excused himself from
set during the time
the microphone and
“We try to bring
of the Nuremberg
left the room to recover
crime trials. From
writers who we feel
his story.
“The Ends,” Davies
will connect with
The 60 audience
moved into “Criminal
members within the
Mastermind
is
students - excellent
Alumni House laughed
Defined.”
writers and good
and talked amongst
The
audience
models for our
themselvesuntil Davies
laughed
along
reappeared
seconds
as
Davies
shared
students.”
later to an eruption of
“Criminal Mastermind
applause.
is
Defined,”
but
PATRICIA CLARK
Davies is currently
became
subdued
WRITERS SERIES ORGANIZER
on the faculty of
as
Davies
began
the
University
of
“Chance.”
Michigan’s
creative
“It’s
called
writing master’s program. His work
‘Chance.’ I’m not going to say more
has appeared in Harpers, The Atlantic
than that,” Davies said, as he dove into
Monthly and The Paris Review, among
the reading.
others. In 2(X)3,Granta magazine named
The short story featured the thoughts
him among its “20 Best of Young British
and feelings of a husband as he and his
Novelists.”
wife decided not to keep their unborn
Patricia Clark, organizer of the
baby, who would likely not be bom
Writers Series, said creative writing
normal.
professors had chosen Davies to come
Davies concluded his readings and
toGVSU.
opened the floor for questions from

By Jessica Pawlowski
GVl. Senior Heporter

GVl / Nicole Somerville-

Intriguing excerpts: Peter Ho Davies engages the audience by sharing snippets of his writings at the Alumni House on Tuesday night.

audience members. Davies discussed
why in some of his stories he leaves
characters nameless and the difference
between
fiction,
memoirs
and
nonfiction.
Only in particular circumstances
are characters left nameless, Davies
said, citing one case in which he used
anonymity to emphasize a character’s
egocentrism.
Davies said he tries to write memoirs

or nonfiction, but always gravitates
toward fiction writing. He enjoys fiction
because readers do not know whether
or not something is attached to his life,
creating suspicion.
Josh Fish. GVSU senior, is a fan of
Davies and has read Davies’ 2(X)7 story
collection “Equal Love,” which was a
New York Times Notable Book of the
Year. Fish, who came to the Writers
Series for two of his classes, said he

would have come even if it was not
assigned.
“It was great,” the creative writing
major said. “I like Davies’ work a lot.
There’s a weird energy to it.”
Audience members enjoyed snacks
and refreshments and were able to
purchase Davies’ novels.

jpawlowski @ lanthorn .com
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Founders hosts Avenue for the Arts Finale
Founders Brewing Co. opens its doors, taps for Avenue for the Arts fundraiser
By Dani Willcutt
GVL A&E Editor

Tonight Founders Brewing
Co. will morph into a market
full of artful crafts and live
entertainment as the Avenue
for the Arts Finale takes over
the local brew-pub.
Having become a popular
source of entertainment for
those in the Grand Rapids
area, the Avenue for the Arts is
having one last hurrah for its

2008 season. The event shall
entertain and also serve as a
fundraising event for the 2009
season.
Furthermore, the Finale
event is good news for all
of those disappointed by
cancellation of the summer’s
final market.
On Sept. 13, 2007, the final
Avenue for the Arts Market
was cancelled as rain ran the
evening’s show, said Jennifer
Schaub. coordinator of the

Courtesy Photo www.avenueforthearts.com

Belly dance: Members of the Laura Armenta Dancers perform a belly dance
during the Avenue for the Arts on Aug. 9.

Among
these
prizes
Avenue for the Arts.
are evenings out to local
The event will be a trial run
businesses such as the Grand
not only for the Avenue for the
Rapids Art Museum and the
Arts crew, but also for those at
Grand Rapids Ballet, Schaub
Founders.
added.
“(Founders) has a great
A bonus to attending the
atmosphere,” Schaub said.
“It’s large enough inside
event is a free Avenue for the
Arts sticker, which is handed
with enough room to host an
event like this without being out at the door.
In addition, Mike Engels,
cramped. For them it’s a trial
the man in charge of selecting
to see if they can hold events
the night’s entertainment, has
like this in the wintertime.”
It is events like the one
created a large and crowdpleasing
happening
lineup,
tonight
at
“(The Finale) offers
Schaub said.
Founder’s
Among
that make it
the community a
the
live
possible for the
performers
Avenue for the
chance to get to
willbc Winnie
Arts
Market
know and see local
Cooper,
to
provide
animals
in
entertainment
art and musicians.”
bed.
The
for
the
Concussions,
community,
The
Total
she added.
JULIE SEAWARD
Blam Blams,
Tickets
to
GVSU AVENUE FOR THE ARTS
The Fainting
thisfundraising
FINALE COORDINATOR
Generals,
event will be
Mantra
and
sold at the door
belly dancers from Laura
for $6.
Armenta Dance Studio.
Also available inside will
Founders
Brewing
Co.
be raffle tickets sold for $ 1. To
offers a fun atmosphere in
entice everyone into buying
which all those present tonight
raffle tickets, there are great
prizes being given out, Schaub can take in the hard work of
local artisans as they enjoy a
said.

Courtesy Photo / www.avenueforthearts.com

Music improv: Street musicians perform on a makeshift stage at the corner of
Oakes and Division during the Avenue for the Arts on Aug. 9.

number of microbrews offered,
Schaub said.
A typical summer day
during Avenue for the Arts
has a lot to offer participants
— the chance to take in
everything the Grand Rapids
art community has to offer,
said Julie Seaward, an intern
from Grand Valley State
University in charge of the
Avenue for the Arts Finale.
“It offers the community a
chance to get to know and see
local art and musicians,” she
said.
Founders Brewing Co. can

be found in downtown Grand '• •
Rapids at 235 Grandville Ave. »
SW.
The Avenue for the Art
Finale will feature artisans
from 6 to 9 p.m., while music
will be continuous until 2
a.m.
Cover is $6 and only those
ages 21 and older will be
admitted.
For more information visit
http://www.foundersbrewing.
com or http://www.MySpace.
com/grandrapidsart.

arts@lanthorn.com

Hard Lessons loses drummer; remaining players continue beat
Detroit-based band
keeps rock ‘n roll
minus ‘The Anvil'
’

By Liz Reyna
GVL Staff Writer

And so the story goes. Bands come
and go and each time they go they
take a little piece of us and of what
we thought was forever.
Standing among a wave of people
chanting his nickname, Christophe
“The Anvil” Zajac-Denek took his
final bow for Detroit rock trio The
Hard Lessons at Ann Arbor’s the
Blind Pig Saturday night.
As an indie rock project that began
in East Lansing, Mich, in 2(X)3,The
Hard Lessons exploded onto the scene
in recent years with bursting-fromthe-seams rock teachings.
With its soulful roots embedded in
its wiry sound, the trio’s dig is exactly
the lesson college students pine for,
and the band’s success spirals from
the group's blindingly-powerful
dedication.
The band — comprised of organ
player/singer Korin Cox, singer/guitar
Augie Visocchi and drummer ZajacDenek — seized the opportunity to
perform, first as a part-time project.

that demands the definition of
then as a full-time, full-scale deal,
every concept, theory, belief, even
putting their jobs aside.
As a student of rock, I stumbled
person. In effect, we often learn at
a very young age, especially during
upon this band near its start.
adolescence, to define ourselves
Since then, I have seen it evolve
from holding an occasional basement
through music.
What then happens when the bands
gig to scoring nation-wide, even
by which we define ourselves change?
world-wide, shows sweeping across
Are we then to change ourselves?
the audience with a mind-numbingly
Music is an evolution. It is
powerful sound.
comparable to
Throughout
everyday life and is
the years they
“We enjoyed the first
susceptible to the same
have played such
changes as us.
large festivals as
five years and hope
It too. is in a
Lansing’s Common
to have another five
constant search for
Ground and South by
identity. Music, like all
Southwest of Austin.
years.”
of us, must be defined.
Texas.
Often when we
The Anvil’s
are confronted with
departure came
AUGIE VISOCCHI
change, we neglect to
as quite a shock
THE HARD LESSONS SINGER
see the opportunities
to many fans —
that await us — the
especially me.
opportunity to define
However, remaining
ourselves anew. When bands change
band members will continue
we follow a cycle of spinning the old
performing, answering their call as
tunes, reminiscing with nostalgia.
“Detroit’s next big thing.”
But with this, we defeat ourselves
“We enjoyed the first five years
in prohibiting the open mind that
and hope to have another five years.”
allowed us to give the bands we like
Visocchi said, at the Ann Arbor show.
now a chance in the first place.
Despite the setback, the Hard
The definition of a band changes
Lessons are ready for anything.
and what’s left may look the same but
The power of music is among
rarely ever is and nothing will make
us. In the U.S. we live in a society

Courtesy Photo / www media.collegepubttsher com

Lesson's message: Detroit band The Hard Lessons stands outside a powerplant From left to right
Augie Visocchi, Korin Cox and Christophe "The Anvil" Zajac-Denek "The Anvil" recently left the band

you feel like you did the first time you
connected with their songs.
But when bands change, for
example with different members, the
message they seek to maintain rarely
ever does. And the message is often
what you connected with in the first
place.
With that change. Zajac-Denek is
seeking new opportunities that await

him in California, a new opportunity
to define himself.
The Hard Lessons will continue
to spread their rock ’n’ roll messages
across the country.
And with the lesson of change
beside them, for The Hard Lessons, *
class is now in session.

Ireyna @ lanthorn .com
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Documentary shows growth
for filmmaker Herzog
Ryan Copping

(A I Hcricirt'r

☆ ☆☆ out of ☆☆☆☆
It was inevitable that Werner Herzog would
go to Antarctica.
After staring down the mouth of a volcano,
tossing himself upon a cactus, hauling a boat
across the Amazon rainforest and getting
thrown in jail in Cameroon, it’s possible that
the world was starting to run out of dangerous
places for the director to visit. So. drastic
measures needed to take place.
Herzog never really explains how he got
permission to even visit the South Pole, let
alone shoot the documentary “Encounters at the
End of the World” there, but that’s probably a
good thing. Based on his previous experiences,
it might involve bribery or other under-the-table
dealings.
The director has stated in interviews (though
never in the film), the crew for this movie
consisted of only tw o people - cinematographer
Peter Zeitlinger on camera and the director
himself on sound.
This resulted in a streamlined production
that made it surprisingly one of the director's
most technically competent works. This kx)ks
better than a lot of mumblecore fiction films.
The movie is essentially a rambling journal
of Herzog’s experiences and ideas about the
South Pole. Part of the appeal of his cinema is
the director’s willingness to abandon traditional
narrative formula and go down side paths. Here
there is almost no narrative at all. Aside from
the opening, where he arrives, and the end,
where he waxes philosophic, the episodes in
this movie could be randomly shuffled without
making much difference.
Some of those episodes, such as an
encounter with cute seals, are fascinating.
Others, such as most of the interviews with the
scientists, are rather boring and belong more
to National Geographic documentaries than a
Herzog film.
Still others, such as a dive under a sheet of
ice, would be much more impressive were the
director not repeating himself (he’s already
extensively used footage of ice dives in his scifi opus “The Wild Blue Yonder").

The picture is frustrating at times, as the
filmmaker will sometimes depict an interesting
person or idea and then move on without really
developing it. I wanted to know far more about
the community of scientists who choose to live
in such an inhospitable place — a community
described by one of their own as “Ph .D.s
washing dishes and linguists in a place with no
language.”
The most fascinating part of the film was an
encounter with a disoriented penguin, who for
some reason (even an ornithologist admits no
one knows why) misses the migration to the
ocean and heads to the inland mountains - a
place where he will certainly starve to death.
The ornithologist reports if the bird
were taken back to its community, it would
immediately start back on its course of doom.
It’s sad and oddly moving to watch the lone
bird as it heads off on its own, w addling with
determination into oblivion.
“Encounters at the End of the World" is a
rambling mess, but some of the mess is quite
impressive. It’s too long and some of the
material is too esoteric, but overall the movie
counts as a minor success in Herzog’s career.

trapping @ Unitham .cam
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WEEKEND SCENE
Box office releases:

Saturday

•

•

"Beverly Hills Chihuahua"

starring Drew Barrymore and George Lopez
• "Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist"

"A Midsummer Night's Dream"

— 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the Louis
Armstrong Theatre on the Allendale Campus

starring Michael Cera and Kat Dennings

•

•

band at 8 p.m. at the Fine Arts Center

"Blindness" starring Julianne Moore,

Mark Ruffalo and Gael Garda Bernal
•

"Religulous" starring Bill Maher

•

"How to Lose Friends & Alienate People"

Grammy nominee "Maraca" and Cuban

Auditorium at Calvin College
Sunday

starring Simon Pegg and Kirsten Dunst

•

•

— 2 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre on

"An American Carol"

starring Kevin P. Farley, Kelsey Grammer and

"A Midsummer Night's Dream"

the Allendale Campus

Leslie Nielsen
**The Route 50 Campus Connector has

Weekend diversions:
Friday

•

extended evening and weekend hours this
semester. Visit http://www.gvsu.edu/bus/ for

Toulouse Lautrec and La Vie Parisienne

scheduled stops and times.

opens at the Grand Rapids Art Museum
—The GRAM is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and La
Vie Parisienne will run through Jan. 11
•

"A Midsummer Night's Dream"

— 7:30 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre

See Puzzle B5
Weekly SUDOKU

------

Answer

on the Allendale Campus
•

"For Whom the Belle Tolls: A Deep South

Murder!"
— A murder mystery dinner at Chez Bayou in
Grand Rapids 6:30-10 p.m.
•

"On the Rumba River" opens at the UICA

Dave and Doogie by Jeremy Leiter
You guys are
going to have
to learn to get
along.

Courtesy Photo / www wweek.com
Polar end:

Adventurer and filmmaker Warner Herzog

in the South Pole.

e Lanthorn is currem
looking for several
individuals to fill the
following key roles:

Writers
oomsts
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CLASSIFIED RATES

FREQUENCY

COMMERCIAL

DEPTS/
NON PROFIT

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

2 Issue Min.

55C/word

50C/word

s10 ® per week up to 25 words.

DEADLINES: Noon Thursday for Monday Noon Tuesday for Thursday

3-4 Issues

50</word

45C/word

....................................................
1
Each additional word 25C.

E-mail your classifieds: classifieds^Tanthorruom

5+ Issue

45</word

40C/word

Announcements

Housing

Entertainment

Need to make art important an
nouncement0 The Lanthorn car
help you spread the wordl
331-2460

Whether you’re seil*>g. leasing
or sub letting your home, let the
Lanthorn help! Give us a cal at
331-2460 and let people know
what dears you have to often

Montec Never Cover for Ladies
or With College l.D.I Look on
our website for upcoming
events and specials 438 Bridge
St 21+Permltted 616-774-5969
myspace com/monteslounge

Coming.. Graduate School Fair.
Thursday. October 16, 2006
from 10 a m. to 1 p.m. Lootit
Ha« Atrium.

ROOM for RENT Oose to cam
pus. For information call
313-360-6646

Homecoming 2008. October
6-1 Ol Don't forget to register
yoor homecoming team I Pack
ets can be dropped off In the
Office of Student Life Visit
www/gvsu.edu/stuaentlrtai’hom
ecomlng for more Info

House for rent. Stanaaie 3-BO.
1 1/2-BA. all appliances, central
air. By golf course Deck of
family rm w/ park-like back
yard Completely remooeleo
$i000/montn ♦ utilities
616-464-9686

The new sorority on campus.
Phi
Mu.
GoPniMuFaceboofc com

Rooms for rent 616-706-1771

GvSu Lions Club. A great
cause and some great food. Go
to Buffalo Wild Wings at 2036
28th Street on Monday, Octo
ber 6. 2006 and 20% of afl pur
chases accompanied by the
certificate in this paper will be
donated to the GvSu Campus
Lions Club.

Opportunities
Don't Get Mao. Get registered
voteforcharvge com Register at
your campus address October
6th Call 888-Mi-Change or text
Ml to 62262f Obama)
Want to oo some free advertis
ing? Students and staff can
submit classifieds online at
www tanthom com
Want people to take advantage
of the opportunities you have to
offer? Place an ad and reach
thousands; Call the Lanthorn at
331 -2460 for more Information.

For Sale
Diamonds: selection, certifica
tion.
Good
price
Jim,
616-638-9682

The Village at 48 West Now
easing for fat 2OO0I Come into
the easing office now to see
how you’ll fit in at 48 West!
616-896-2400
or
www 48west.com for more Info.

Looking for a new roommate?
Placing an ad in the Lanthorn is
a great way to reach students
who need a place to live. Cali
331 -2460 to set up your ad I

Wanted
Bartenoers wanted Up to
$260-’Day No Experience nec
essary. Tranlng provided Age
18+ Okay Call 1-800-966-6620.
ext 226.
GvSu Student work Customer
sales/service
Base
pay
per/appt.
114.26
616-241-6303
Need help? Find It by running
an aa in the Lanthorn! Cali
331 -2460 to get started today
Wanted: Certified Aerobics in
structor. 6-10 hours/week.
120/hour Contact Lorn Hop.
616-896-6678 or KxrlhopOcampusviewno using com.

Weekly SUDOKU
by Linda Thistle
3

6

4

McFadden’s Restaurant and
Saloon is hinng all positions.
Please apply in person between
2
and
4pm.
68
loma.
www metadd esgrandrapids. co
m

1

3

5

2

7

4
5
3

Services
America’s *1 sandwich delivery
America's sandwch delivery ex
perts! Over 20 locations in the
Grand Rapids-Kalamazoo area
Visit pmmyjohns.com for the lo
cations nearest you!

7
4

8

7

4

2

5

6

8

9

Trying to serve Grand Valley
and the neighboring commu
nity? Let the Lanthorn serve you
by placing your adl 331-2460.

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

Missing car keys? Found class
notes or a student ID? Advertise
with us at 331-2460 and let the
Lanthorn help you find what
you're missing.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★★
★ Moderate ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ HOO BOY!

Miscellaneous
Looking for up-to-oate news
and events? Look no further?
Come check us out on the web
at www ianthom.com. If your
student organization has someth<ng to say. post It with usl We
Keep you reformed. For contact
information feel free to e-mail
ianthomOgvsu.edu or call
616-331-2460

© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

See Answers on B4

3 Lanthorn

,r^)

All positions are paid. Internships available.

NOW HIRING
News Writer

9

6

1

3

£ the

•

7
5

2

9

Homecoming Comedian Louis
CK with opening act. October
10 Fteidhouse b 8p.m. 16 stu
dent
ticketsl
Contact
tnespotOstudent gvsu edu for
more Info.

1

6

. AS S r

Cartoonist

331-2460

Gills taken Monday M day, 9-5

T5J

Have an upcoming event you
want to publicize? Submit yokm
event to our free entertainment
calendar online at www.lan
thorn com.

Roommates

Allendale Campus

•

Writer

\

I

I
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It can be difficult trying to find some spare change to take a break
from studies for a night on the town. Well, do not fret anymore. The
Lanthorn has made it easy with these local venues that
offer discounts for Grand Valley State University students.
Actor’s Theatre
160 Fountain St. NE., Grand Rapids
(616)234-3947
$8 for performance day-of tickets, $9
} for musical day-of tickets or $2 off
'ft

Opera Grand Rapids
DeVos Hall
245 Monroe, Grand Rapids
50 percent off student tickets on the
day of performance

Grand Rapids Griffins
130 W. Fulton St., Grand Rapids
All non-Saturday lower bowl tickets
for $10

Patterson Ice Center
2550 Patterson, Grand Rapids
(616) 9401423
$1 off open skate

Grand Rapids Symphony
DeVos Hall
245 Monroe, Grand Rapids
Advanced tickets for classical
performances are $5 or receive 50

Public Museum of Grand Rapids
272 Pearl St., Grand Rapids
(616)456-3977
50 percent off parking in the
museum parking ramp

reserved tickets

Broadway Grand Rapids
122 Lyon Street NW.
■ (616)2353285
® Tickets are $15 for balcopy
HHHI
Cannonsburg Ski Area
6800 Cannonsbui’g Road
(616)8743711
50 percent off lift ticket
Celebration! Cinema
$6 admission prices after 6 p.m.

4 " ' • ‘r

Grand Rapids Ballet
341 Ellsworth, Grand Rapids
(616)4544771
Mezzanine tickets for $20 or two
tickets for DeVos Hall ballet for $10

I

Frederik Meijer Gardens
. 000 E. Beltline, Grand Rapids

Jewish Theatre of Grand Rapids
Spectrum Theatre
160 Fountain St., Grand Rapids
$5 rush tickets when purchased on

$3 off the adult ticket price

the day of the performance
M-40 Paintball
4344 M-40, Holland
(616)395-9922
Free gun upgrades for students.

Gerald R. Ford Museum
303 Paul St., Grand Rapids
(616)451-9263
50 percent off admissio

«

M

percent off any performanceday
ticket purchase

Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts
41 Sheldon Blvd., Grand Rapids
(616)459-5994
Contact UICA programs via telephone
or online at http://www.uica.org
Van Andel Arena and
Grand Center
130 W. Fulton St., Grand Rapids
(616)7423397
Supergroup discount available
Wenger’s Bowling
629 Leonard, Grand Rapids
(616)4544482
$1 off per game

Soccer Zone
596 Baldwin, Jenison
(616)6673272
$5 drop in soccer Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. $100 off team fee or $10
off individual fee
Studio 28
1350 28th St., Grand Rapids
(616)5307469
$6 admission after 6 p.m.
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Calm. Quiet. Peaceful.

Monday October 6,2008
Buffalo Wild Wings at 2035 28th Street

Best Value

Inn. I| dunk- ..i . -n i, f > »n tin20*^ of all purchases accompanied by the
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2 &4 Bedroom units

G.V.S.U. Campus Lions Club
Monday October 6th 2008
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G.V.S.U. Campus Lions Club
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all utilities

Starting at $250 per person

DSL available in ALL units!
Visit us on the web @ GVTownhouses.com
I

I

Walk out townhouses with patio
Washers & Dryers in every unit
Less than 2 miles from campus

Call 895-4001

